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 One of the basic elements of democracy is 
freedom. It is a political structure within which 
the human rights of all people are protected, 
and the rule of law is applied equally. There 
is not a universal set of standards that all 
democratic countries adopt, but, just as in 
the United States, each has some of its own 
regulations born out its historical evolution. 
While there are these variations, the underlying 
precept of freedom is not abridged.
 On January 6, 1941, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, in concluding his State of the 
Union Address to the Congress, spoke of these 
principles saying, “. . . we look forward to a 
world founded upon four essential human 
freedoms.
 “The first is freedom of speech and 
expression—everywhere in the world.
 “The second is freedom of every person 
to worship in his own way—everywhere in the 
world.

 “The third is freedom from want—
which, translated into world terms, means 
economic understanding which will secure to 
every nation a healthy peacetime life for its 
inhabitants—everywhere in the world.
 “The fourth is freedom from fear—
which, translated into world terms, means a 
world-wide reduction of armaments to such a 
point and in such a thorough fashion that no 
nation will be in a position to commit an act 
of physical aggression against any neighbor—
anywhere in the world.”
 These wonderful precepts have not and are 
not universally accepted. Fortunately, however, 
there are a number of nations that base the 
governing of their country on these concepts. 
For we Jews, the battle for these freedoms will 
once again be in focus when, in December, 
we will celebrate Chanukah to commemorate 
the retaking and cleansing of the Temple in 
Jerusalem in 165 BCE, which had been defiled 
by the Greek-Syrian rulers. This 2nd century 
BCE revolt, which lasted for seven years and 
resulted in the expulsion of the foreign rulers 
and the establishment of the Hasmonean 
dynasty, is described in a June 16, 2007, article 
in aish.com as a “. . . revolt of the Jews [which] 
sets a precedent in human history. It is the 
world’s first ideological/religious war.” It was 
a fight for freedom—not land.
 Through the centuries, this ethos has been 
passed down to the wider world. The battling 
of tyranny, barbarity, and inhumanity has been 

woven into the very fabric of America, and, 
as citizens of this wonderful country, we all 
rejoice in freedom and equality that we share.
 It is no coincidence nor is it surprising that 
with the establishment of the modern State of 
Israel that it would be a nation of laws based 
on the democratic principles of the rule of and 
by the citizens. It is this commonality with 
the U.S. that has been the basis of the mutual 
respect and historic friendship and support that 
has and does exist between the two countries.
 In a December 14, 2014 article by former 
Israeli Ambassador Yoram Ettinger, he writes 
about the influence of the Maccabean revolt on 
the soul of America and the present relationship 
between modern Israel and the U.S. He writes, 
“The legacy of Chanukah—faith, patriotism, 
defiance of extreme odds and tenacity in 
the battle of liberty against tyranny—has 
underlined the American spirit since the early 
pilgrims, enhancing the unique foundation of 
the U.S.-Israel covenant: shared values.”
 Having suffered the pain and ravages 
of years of terrorists’ suicidal attacks to kill 
and maim innocent civilians, Israel well 
understood the aftershock of the September 11, 
2001 heinous attack on the World Trade Center 
in New York. Just as the U.S. and Israel have 
stood shoulder to shoulder as staunch allies and 
voices for freedom, one of the first memorials 
established outside of the U.S. to this tragic 
event was built by the Jewish National Fund in 
the Living Memorial monument in Jerusalem 

Park’s Arazim Valley, which was dedicated on 
November 12, 2009.
 Symbolic representations of historical 
events serve to recall the importance of what 
happened. Both Chaunkah and Israel’s 9/11 
Living Memorial Plaza are such symbols. 
There is a tradition that the chanukiah with its 
burning lights be placed in the window facing 
the street to proclaim the freedom represented 
by this holiday. Israel’s 9/11 Living Memorial 
Plaza serves as a powerful, visual recognition 
of the inhumanity of the common enemy 
confronting both the U.S. and Israel, and the 
alliance and support that exists between the 
two countries.
 As we light the first taper of Chanukah, let 
us take pride in the freedom and privileges that 
we enjoy as Jews and citizens of America. In 
his remarks at the 9/11 Living Memorial Plaza 
on September 11, 2013, Russell F. Robinson, 
CEO of Jewish National Fund, pointed out that, 
“Jerusalem is the battleground of civilization 
but also a place of hope.” 
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What’s
HAPPENING

BECOMING AGESMART. In the over 60-
plus years that The William Breman Jewish 
Home has been operating, it has provided 
invaluable help to thousands of families. 
It is truly a treasure to our community and 
is one of several distinguished institutions 
constituting lasting tributes to the 
generosity and foresight of their benefactor, 
philanthropist Bill Breman.
 Because of the hard work and 
dedication of its leaders and supporters, 
The Home has, over the years, thrived, now 
expanding into what has become Jewish 
Home Life Communities, consisting of 

eight life care centers that serve the needs of 
senior citizens and their families.
 Now, with the support and guidance 
of the London family, it has embarked on 
an important and much-needed project that 
is receiving huge public support. As Sandy 
London puts it, the goal is to have Jewish 
Home Life Communities become “the go-to 
institution in the city for all things aging.”
 An integral part of this project is the 
AgeSmart Lectures at The Home. This series 
provides essential information and advice on 
what is called “End-of-Life Conversations,” 
an often neglected but absolutely vital step 
seniors should take in preparing for both the 
unexpected and the inevitable. The Home 
will be hosting three free lectures a year, the 
next one being in January or February.
 The Home gives out packets that contain 
valuable information (legal, medical, and 
financial), documents, and permission 
forms, which would be difficult and 
expensive to obtain on your own and should 

be made easily accessible to loved ones. 
This one source contains most everything 
you would expect to need, except a will, 
which usually has to be personalized since 
“there is no ‘one size fits all’ will,” as Sandy 
puts it. 
 Some of the documents are: 
•An end-of-life Conversation Starter Kit, to 
help people express their wishes for care in 
their final months or years;
• Estate Planning Information form, for 
listing your personal data on children and 
grandchildren, benefit and life insurance 
plans, and other vital information;
• The Georgia Advance Directive for Health 
Care, which covers choosing a “care agent” 
to make health care decisions for you 
when you cannot do so, and a statement of 
treatment preferences if you have a terminal 
condition or are not conscious;
• a Physician Order for Life Sustaining 
Treatment;
• A Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) consent 
form;
• “Do your Part,” a brochure listing your 
medical and health history, emergency 
contacts, medication lists, and other data; 
• and the “I Love You Memorandum,” with 
information on bank accounts, stocks and 
bonds, retirement benefits, safety deposit 
box, power of attorney, passwords, and other 
data for loved ones to use “if the unexpected 
happens.”
 Two of the past lecturers, attorneys 
Michelle Koufman and Abbey Flaum, 

BY Reg
   Regenstein

are experts on family and eldercare law 
and voluntarily authored or compiled the 
documents. The packet emphasizes that 
“The greatest gift you can give your loved 
ones is to have everything in one place.”
 All this material can help keep family 
members and loved ones from “being in 
crisis when you are in a crisis,” as Carole 
Shovers puts it. 
 A recent article in The Wall Street 
Journal by Barbara Sadick warned of the 
danger of leaving such tasks unattended 
until the last minute, when it is often too 
late: “Although most people, given a choice, 
would prefer to spend their final days at 
home, surrounded by loved ones, about 70% 
of people die in hospitals, nursing homes, 
and long-term care facilities.... End-of-
Life conversations...should be in initiated 
well before a person is sick and revisited 
periodically.... Although most people 
say they are open to having end-of-life 
conversations with loved ones, only 27% 
actually do.”
 Once the planning is agreed upon 
and completed, the article observes, “the 
patient’s wishes should be committed to 
paper and stored where doctors and families 
can easily find them.”
 In order to help remedy these potential 
problems, such as being barred from visiting 
a loved one in the hospital, “The Jewish 
Home has taken the leadership in all of 

See HAPPENING, page 4
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Happening
From page 3

this, and we have been overwhelmed by the 
public’s response,” Carole observes. Indeed, 
more than 800 people have come through 
the program since its inception in 2013.
 Of course, how could the program not 
be a smash hit, with such board members 
as Sandy London, Deborah Maslia, Eve 
Levine, Margie Stern, Arlene Taylor, 
Michelle Koufman, and Abbey Flaum 
working with the dedicated and brilliant 
staff of Vice President of Development 
Carole Shovers and Marketing Director 
Shari Bayer?
 For more information, e-mail info@
WBJHome.org, or call Shari at 404-351-
8410. Don’t put it off. Do it now. Do it for 
your family.

Abbey Flaum speaks at AgeSmart 
event

DANIEL LEVY BUYS HOME CARE 
COMPANY. PR expert Jill Harris told us a 

great story about 
one of her clients 
that demonstrates 
how important 
experience can 
be in running 
a successful 
company.
 Daniel Levy, 
of Brookhaven, 
recently bought 
the decade-
old Advantage 
Private Home 

Care, which provides home care services 
to seniors and those suffering from or 
recovering from an illness, an industry with 
which he is very familiar.
 He has been in the home care business 
for 15 years, but most of what he knows 
about Advantage comes from being one of 
its clients, after being in an accident during 
his junior year in college.
 After his recovery, he appreciated the 
needs of families with such problems and 
went to work in the industry to help provide 
resources to them. Now, with his acquisition 
of Advantage, he is determined to provide 
what he calls “best-in-class service.” 
Already, he is expanding his operations into 
13 additional counties in the Metro area.

 Daniel can offer especially sensitive 
services to observant Jewish families. 
He fondly recalls that, “When I was just 
starting my career, I took care of a Jewish 
family who had a loved one requiring our 
care. This family observed Shabbat and 
kept a kosher household. They were very 
concerned about having caregivers who did 
not understand the Jewish faith. With my 
Jewish background, I was able to take that 
burden off the family. I was able to prepare 
the staff before going into their home, and I 
formed a great bond with that family.”

ART HARRIS RETURNS TO 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING. Award 

winning journalist 
and Native 
Atlantan Art 
Harris is back 
doing what he does 
best, uncovering 
scandals, telling 
c o m p e l l i n g 
stories, and 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 
viewers.
 The renowned 
veteran of The 
Atlanta Journal-

Constitution, Washington Post, CNN, and 
“Entertainment Tonight” made a spectacular 
debut on the 11 o’clock news of local CBS 
affiliate channel 46, WGCL, exploring the 
“mystery” of a local doctor found dead in 
creek. Since then, he has been getting tons of 
air time, reporting other fascinating stories, 
the twists and turns of which he explores in 
depth, coming up with amazing revelations. 
 In another story, Art methodically 
picked apart another station’s version 
of a story, showing that the “real story” 
was something other than what had been 
reported.
 We predict Art will really shake up local 
Atlanta news reporting and that WCGL’s 
ratings will soar.

JERRY GORDON RETIRES. If you’ve 
been looking for a good deal on a home 
mortgage, we’ve got some bad news for 
you: Jerry Gordon, founder of Greater 
Atlanta Mortgage, has retired, after many 
years helping folks buy and sell homes.
 The good news is that he is getting to 
spend more time on one of his true loves, the 
golf course, playing with the likes of Harvey 
Gray, Marc Antebi, Jimmy Taratoot, and his 
accountant bro David, a CPA with Birnbrey, 

Minsk, Minsk and 
Perling LLC, who 
just got through 
struggling with 
our income tax 
returns.
 The best news is 
that their lovely 
mom, Edith, 
just turned 97, is 
looking and doing 
great, and enjoys 
celebrating her 

longevity with her family. 

The Gordons: David, Edith, Jerry, 
and Jerry’s wife, Sandy

A HALF-CENTURY OLD VOW 
FULFILLED. We always enjoyed seeing 
the lovely and delightful Carol Wien and 
her Significant Other Charles Feder at estate 
sales, and we figured that by now, they must 
have accumulated enough great bargains to 
fill a home. 
 Sure enough, she and Charles recently 
got married, something he has long had 
enough sense to want to do, ever since they 
met in Batavia, New York, in 1962 when she 
was a 16-year-old student in high school. He 
vowed to betroth her back in 1965, telling 
her, “Someday, I will marry you.” So, now 
he has fulfilled that vow, even though Carol 
doesn’t look like she was even born that far 
back and still looks as youthful and pretty as 
ever.
 He made a good choice, for she is quite 
a catch, not just another very pretty face. 
Carol is the author of The Great American 
Log Cabin Quilt Book and has a degree in 
interior design. She is an instructor at the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Emory 
University, and she has two master’s degrees, 
in art education and special education. 
 He’s no slouch either, having spent 
most of his career as a lawyer, with stints 
as a city planner and assistant professor of 
sociology.
 We convey Carol best wishes and 
Charles congratulations and many more 
years of happiness together, and we look 
forward to seeing them at the next yard sale.

Newlyweds Carole Anne Wien and 
Charles Edward Feder

Home Care exec 
Daniel Levy

Investigative 
reporter Art Harris

97-year-old 
Edith Gordon
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 This has been a year of anniversaries, 
especially meaningful to those of us directly 
affected by the events they commemorate. 
I think primarily of the Atlanta dinner in 
January honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. 
as the city’s first Nobel Peace laureate and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s signing of 
the Voting Rights Act in May. 
 Two other 2015 
anniversaries also deserve 
our attention, however, both 
for their global significance 
and their specific relationship 
to us as Jews. They are 
the establishment of the 
United Nations 70 years 
ago, on October 24, and the 
Vatican’s reforms known as 
Nostro Aetate, in October, 
50 years ago. We have even 
more reason to remember 
the latter because one of our 
own, a distinguished Jewish 
Georgian, led the successful 
effort that triggered the 
change.
 Morris Berthold Abram, a 
native of Fitzgerald and longtime attorney 
in Atlanta, in 1963 became the youngest 
president of American Jewish Committee. 
One of his first actions, following the 
election of Paul VI to the papacy in the 
same year, was to address the Vatican 
concerning the 2,000-year-old church 
policy blaming the Jews for crucifying 
Jesus, at that time still included in Catholic 
liturgy. He and others representing AJC 
arranged an audience, in May 1964, with 
Pope Paul VI. After hearing Abram’s 
presentation, the pontiff set in motion the 
process resulting in Nostra Aetate (In Our 
Time), the Declaration on the Relation of 
the Church with Non-Christian Religions, 
which would remove the accusation of 
Jewish deicide from Catholic doctrine, 
effective October 1965.
 In that same year, 1965, President 
Lyndon Johnson appointed Abram U.S. 
representative to the U.N. Commission 
on Human Rights, thus initiating the 
Georgian’s ongoing service in that 
organization whose anniversary we now 
celebrate. In 1989, President George H. W. 
Bush made Abram an ambassador and sent 
him to Geneva as United States permanent 
representative to the United Nations, the 
position once held by Eleanor Roosevelt. 
When his term of office ended, noting 
unfair treatment applied toward Israel, 
he founded the U.N. Watch, in order to 
monitor the treatment of member states, 
and continued as its head until his death, in 

2000.
 Those of us who met Morris Abram 
in his student days at the University of 
Georgia knew he was exceptional even 
then and suspected that he was headed for 
national recognition. When we welcomed 
him back to Atlanta after WW II, we 
realized that this was so and noted with 
pleasure when successive presidents, 
beginning with John F. Kennedy, appointed 
him to national and international positions. 
Ironically, however, it was none of these 
prestigious venues but his original one in 
Atlanta that enabled him to accomplish 
what was arguably his most outstanding 
achievement of all. I believe that it was his 
greatest. Apparently he agreed, because the 

epitaph on his tombstone refers to 
it: “One Person—One Vote.”
 As Abram’s niece, Cecily 
Abram, has written, “Over a 
period of fourteen years, Morris 
brought a string of cases that 
culminated in the 1963 Supreme 
Court ruling that proved the 
County Unit System of Georgia 
unconstitutional.” He had left 
Georgia to join the law firm of 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkin, Wharton, 
and Garrison, in New York, 
when he was called for the case 
of Gray v Sanders, in which the 
Court handed down its eight-to-
one landmark decision defeating 
the County Unit System and 
establishing the principle “one 
person, one vote.” This was 
of enormous consequence to 
us personally, as it was to all 
residents of populous counties 
like Fulton, because it gave us, for the first 
time, an equal voice with voters in rural 
areas. Later cases applying this law would 
account in great part for the restoration of 
two-party politics throughout the South, as 
well as for much of the region’s economic 
and demographic growth over the past five 
decades.
 Of equal, if not potentially more, 
impact was his role in helping obtain the 
release of Martin Luther King, Jr., from 
prison in Reidsville, Georgia, in 1960, 

following King’s peaceful sit-in 
with college students at the South’s 
leading department store. That is 
a story in itself, deserving to stand 
alone. Suffice it to say here that the 
action may well have affected the 
election of John F. Kennedy to the 
White House and most certainly 

influenced his decision to appoint Abram 
general counsel to the Peace Corps. 
 Far-reaching as these were, they, by 
no means, constitute the sum of Morris 
Abram’s leadership in the widespread 
gamut of public issues that he confronted. 
He described some of them, included the 
presidency of Brandeis University, in an 
autobiography, The Day Is Short, published 
in 1982 after his miraculous recovery from 
acute myeloid leukemia. During his seven-
year battle to overcome the disease, as 

well as in the years following, he chaired 
the Field Foundation (1965-1982), United 
Negro College Fund (1970-1979), the 
Moreland Commission examining nursing 
homes in New York State (1975), the 
President’s Commission for the Study 
of the Ethical Problems in Medicine 
(1979-1983), the National Conference 
on Soviet Jewry (1983-1988), and the 
Conference of Presidents of American 
Jewish Organizations (1986-1989), as well 
as representing the United States at the 
U.N., in Geneva, beginning in 1989. As 
Kofi Annan, former secretary general of 

the United Nations, said in a tribute to him, 
“[Morris Abram]... proved himself a global 
citizen of the first rank.” 
 An article in The New York Times, in 
March 2000, went even further, crediting 
Morris Abram with having “changed the 
course of human history in the 20th century 
in education, law, civil rights, and human 
rights, at home and abroad.” 
 To this, we who knew him since his 
college days might add, “and especially in 
Georgia.”

BY Janice Rothschild
      Blumburg

Significant anniversaries prompt memories of Morris Abram

Morris Abram and the American Jewish Committee delegation with 
Pope Paul VI (l-r) Ralph Friedman, Mrs. Leonard Sperry, Morris Abram, 
Philip E. Hofman, John Slawson, and Jack Shuster (all photos courtesy 
of the Abram Estate)

Lady Bird Johnson, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and Morris Abram

President John F. Kennedy, unidentified, 
Jane and Morris Abram
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 Miracles happen. 
The story of Chanukah 
demonstrates this notion on 
a grand scale. It is retold 
each year, even though it 
occurred a few thousand 
years ago. But what about 
modern-day miracles? 
Are we overlooking the 
extraordinary that is 
happening right in front of 
us and taking it for granted? 
As you ponder your own 
experiences, think about 
this: genetic testing. To many, genetic 
testing is a miracle and offers hope, peace-
of-mind, and clarity. 
 Incredible innovations in technology 
allow us to access invisible information 
about our genetic makeup. This is 
something we expect from science, but up 
until a few years ago wasn’t possible. Little 

was known about many of the 
devastating genetic diseases 
that are common among Jews. 
When you have a cold or the 
flu, you know it. But being a 
carrier of a genetic disease, 
which is predominately found 
in the Jewish population, 
doesn’t make you feel any 
different. There are typically 
no physical symptoms and no 
family history. Genetic carrier 
testing is the window to your 
family’s future and allows you 

to prevent passing on a disease to your 
children.
 As we light the menorah and enjoy 
stuffing ourselves with latkes, let us reflect 
on the true message of Chanukah, which in 
Hebrew translates to “dedication.” If each 
one of us dedicates a small amount of time 
and attention towards a worthy goal, we can 

be just as strong as the Maccabees. Thanks to 
a national organization that is headquartered 
right in our backyards, JScreen.org is playing 
the role of Judah Maccabee by leading the 
path to unbarred access to genetic screening 
and arming everyone with information that 
will save lives. JScreen is helping to prevent 
Jewish genetic diseases and the suffering it 
causes families in our community.
 A lot of emphasis has been placed on 
the gifting aspect of the festival. If you 
are looking for a creative alternative to the 
routine sweater, gadget or other useless 
knick-knack, why not consider giving a 
JGift? JGifts are gift certificates that will 
help cover the cost of screening for friends 
or loved ones. Although it might not be 
the first thing that comes to mind, genetic 
testing is truly a present for the future. We 
get it: it’s a little random. But by gifting 
genetic screening, you are playing a huge 
role in shaping someone’s future. It’s pretty 
miraculous that in 2015, genetic screening 
is finally affordable at only $99. A test 
that used to be much less attainable is now 
available 24/7 from anywhere in the U.S. 
thanks to JScreen. 

 The process to give a JGift is simple: 
visit www.jscreen.org/gift and purchase 
a gift certificate. The recipient can then 
register on the JScreen website and receive 
a test kit in the mail. From there, they simply 
collect a small saliva sample in the tube and 
send it to the lab in a pre-paid envelope. 
Results are received in approximately four 
weeks via telephone by a licensed genetic 
counselor from Emory University’s School 
of Medicine. For more information please 
visit JScreen.org or email info@jscreen.org.

 J Screen News

  “Tell me and I’ll forget. Teach me and 
I’ll remember. Involve me and I’ll learn.”
 That mantra is the guiding philosophy 
of Reggio Emilia, a popular approach to 
childhood learning. It will be the educational 
approach used at Ahava, Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue’s Early Learning Center. The 
approach involves hands-on learning and 
children working together on group projects.
 Open to children ages 2 through pre-K, 
the program will be housed in a beautiful 
new 12,000-square-foot renovation that is 
an addition to the synagogue building. Its 
anticipated full opening is January 2016.
 In September 2013, Rabbi Laurence 
Rosenthal approached Elisa Ezor to ask her 
help in starting a preschool at the synagogue. 
Elisa founded and was co-owner and 

president for 20 
years of Crème 
de la Crème 
p r e s c h o o l s , 
which had six 
locations in the 
Atlanta area. 
She managed 
340 employees 
and schools that 
often ran 12 1/2 
hours a day. “My 
n o n - c o m p e t e 
clause ran out in 
2012,” she said, 

setting her free to start a new facility. Elisa 

took on the challenge of creating “one of the 
best pre-schools in the city.”
 The physical plans at the AA call for six 
bright indoor classrooms, plus a “piazza” 
or community room. All will seamlessly 
open to the outdoors, where there will be 
an amphitheater, greenhouse, music and art 
huts, sandbox, and sensory garden. Indoors, 
there is a separate napping room, quiet and 
not as bright as the classrooms. This is 
important, because the school will be open 
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
 Ahava’s program will be flexible, so 
that parents can drop off children on their 
way to work, 7:30-8:30 a.m., for early care. 
The educational program will run 8:30 
a.m.-1:00 p.m., with lunch provided. Then, 
care will be provided from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
(when older siblings get out of school) or 
even 3:00-6:00 p.m. The late hours will be 
especially helpful for working parents.
 Flexible days are also available for 
two- and three-year-olds, as well as flexible 
choices of month to month. Pre-K is five 
days a week, in order to create readiness for 
school.
 The Early Learning Center will have 
the capacity for 100 children. There will 
be close to 25 teachers (most with master’s 
degrees), plus housekeepers and cooks. Elisa 
has been in charge of hiring the director, 
Hannah Aronson Williams. As president of 
the board of Ahava, Elisa also has worked 
with the architect, builder, and licensing 
boards to make this “a great pre-school open 
to the entire Atlanta community.” 
 For information about registration and 
tuition, visit ahavalearning.com, or call 
404-603-5759. The Early Learning Center, 
at 600 Peachtree Battle Ave. is a non-profit 
institution and is open to children of all 
races, ethnicities, and religions. 

Ahavath Achim to open innovative preschool
BY Carolyn
     Gold

Rendering 
of AA’s 
Early 
Learning 
Center 
exterior

Rendering 
of AA’s 

Early 
Learning 

Center 
interior

Elisa Ezor
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 The year 1978 proved to be a significant 
one in the study and writing of the history of 
the Jews of Atlanta. Initially, at the Atlanta 
Historical Society, one of the editors of the 
quarterly The Atlanta Historical Journal, 
Ann Woodall, wrote to several people, 
asking for articles on the “vibrant history of 
Atlanta’s Jewish community.” 
 One person to whom she wrote was Dr. 

Mark Bauman, 
who is today 
Professor Mark 
Bauman. He 
had just won the 
annual award at 
Emory University 
for his Ph.D. 
thesis on Bishop 
Warren Candler, 
the Methodist 
leader who 
brought Emory to 
Atlanta and to its 
present campus in 

1919. 
 Recently, I located Ann in Dallas, Texas, 
where she is now living. I wrote to her and 
forwarded her reply to Mark. He, in turn, 
wrote her and copied me. “David kindly 
shared your e-mail exchange with me. You 
should be aware that you changed the entire 
direction of my career, and consequently 
you had a dramatic impact on the field of 
Southern Jewish History. I had never even 
thought of studying it before you asked me 
to do the article on Atlanta Jewish history. 
I haven’t stopped researching, writing, and 
mentoring people and the field since then. 

Nice job, editor!” 
 That issue that Ann edited contained 
Mark’s most significant piece, “Centripetal 
and Centrifugal Forces Facing the People of 
Many Communities: Atlanta Jewry from the 
Frank Case to the Great Depression,” plus 
articles on “Atlanta Jewry and the Blacks,” 
“Migration of Jewish Refugees to Atlanta” 
(written by my late cousin Ruth Schuster), 
a fascinating article on funereal art on the 
Jewish tombstones in Oakland Cemetery, a 
short piece on the “literary legacy of Rabbi 
Tobias Geffen in Atlanta 1910-1970,” the 
initial history of Ahavath Achim 1887-1927, 
and other articles of interest. This issue 
(volume XXIII, number 3) appeared under 
the editorship of Ann Woodall in the fall 
1979. I am hopeful that some of our readers 
have copies that they would like to share. 
 In the fall of 1978, Dr. Steven Hertzberg 
published the groundbreaking book 
Strangers within the Gate City: The Jews of 
Atlanta 1845-1915. This was one of the first 
historical studies of a Jewish community to 
use the computer in providing data about 
Jews in a specific locale. Living in Jerusalem 
since 1977, I had the opportunity to review 
this book in The Jerusalem Post. The headline 
writer cleverly used the title “Kahn with the 
wind,” placing those words over a drawing of 
the original building of The Temple on Pryor 
Street. If you want to see a great historian at 
work, I urge you to locate a copy and read it 
closely, especially all the computer-generated 
tables at the end of the volume. 
 The next step in developing the Atlanta 
Jewish History process was in 1983, the 
250th anniversary of the establishment of the 
colony of Georgia, as well as the arrival of 
the Jews in Georgia. The General Assembly 
of the Council of Jewish Federations was 
held in Atlanta, November 16-20 of that year. 
 Many people actively prepared for 
that event. Four, in particular, should be 
recalled: Atlanta Federation Director David 
Sarnat; Dr. Max Kleinmann, an historian and 
Federation assistant director; Jane Leavey, a 
member of the Federation staff; and Dr. Perry 
Brickman, an Atlanta Jewish leader. Through 
the efforts of Sarnat and Kleinmann, the 
September 1983 issue of American Jewish 
History Quarterly was devoted to the 250th 
anniversary of the settlement of the Jews 
in Georgia. Jane Leavey organized a major 
exhibition at Emory, which evolved into 
what we now know as The William Breman 
Jewish Heritage Museum. Dr. Brickman did 
an amazing documentary on the history of the 
Jews in Georgia, a film that won numerous 
awards. In Israel, Beit Hatefuzot placed the 
history of the Jews of Georgia on its newly 
installed computer, in both Hebrew and 
English. 
 Names like Eli Evans, Morris Abram, 
Janice Rothschild Blumberg, Mark Bauman, 
Rabbi Tobias Geffen, Louis Schmeir, and 
Arnold Shankman filled the quarterly 
journal, given away to everyone attending 
the General Assembly. Even the cartoonist 
Dry Bones participated, creating an Atlanta 
Jewish history computer game called 
“Rollie.” Since then, as one might imagine, 
archival collections and publications on 

Georgia Jewry have grown dramatically. 
 Personally, I had hoped that, in 2015, the 
170th anniversary of Atlanta Jewry would 
have been celebrated along with the birth 
of Caroline Haas, the first Jewish child born 
in the city. However, I live in Jerusalem, 
so my words of encouragement were just 
that—words. What I want to share with you 
are keys to the numerous archives that are 
available for the study of Atlanta and Georgia 
Jewish history. In time there will be more, all 
available online. 
 The first archives that I want to spotlight 
is The Cuba Family Archives for Southern 
Jewish History, at The Breman Museum. 
Jane Leavey, as director of The Breman, built 
a wonderful facility, which is a great source 
of pride to the Atlanta Jewish community. 
Sandy Berman, who is now enjoying a 
second career as a novelist, was an archivist 
who searched for her entire tenure to find and 
preserve archival material. She also worked 
with Jane on many exhibitions the Breman 
presented to the community. Now, the 
Breman is led by Executive Director Aaron 
Berger, and Jeremy Katz is the director of 
The Cuba Family Archives. Many parts of 
The Breman collection have been digitized; 
both images and text can be found online. 
Also, most important, The Breman is looking 
for donations of archival material. Make sure 
you call Jeremy Katz, if you believe that you 
have items that should be preserved. 

 At Emory University, in the Woodruff 
Library, are the MARBL Special Collections. 
There you can find the papers of former 
Congressman Elliott Levitas, the papers 
of Rabbi Jack Rothschild, the papers of 

Morris Abram, and 
other collections. 
MARBL has 
developed a wider 
Judaic collection, 
as Emory has seen 
the Tam Institute of 
Jewish Studies grow 
into a noted place 
for both graduate 
and undergraduate 
study. At MARBL, 
in the collection 
of my parents, 

Louis and Anna Geffen, are to be found 
five handwritten versions of the Coca-Cola 
teshuva by HaRav Tuvia (Tobias) Geffen. 
He gave them to my father before he passed 
away in 1970, and they found their way to 
Emory. 
 At the Pitts Library of Emory 
University’s Candler School of Theology 
is a most fascinating collection of almost 
700 Haggadot. Professor Pat Graham, the 
director of the library, has worked quietly in 
the last 20 years to build the collection. In the 
January-February 2016 issue of The Jewish 
Georgian, he will write about the collection 
and a special event open to the community in 
the spring of 2016. 
 For me, personally, old Georgia 
newspapers that can now be viewed online 
provide an incredible amount of information 
about Atlanta and Georgia Jews, from the 
1850s on. Most enjoyable for all of us is the 
digitized run of the Southern Israelite, 1925-
1988. You will enjoy any entry you make 
into the Southern Israelite pages, and you 
will be amazed at what you can find. At the 
Atlanta History Center, you will find various 
collections on Atlanta Judaica; you can sit 
there and go through the entire run of The 
Atlanta Constitution and The Atlanta Journal, 
from the inception of each to the present. 
Online from Georgia State University are 
many images of Atlanta Jews and Atlanta 
institutions, plus archival source material that 
has been given to the main library there. 
 There are also interesting resources 
beyond Atlanta. At the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, are the papers of Eli N. 
Evans, who wrote the groundbreaking work 
The Provincials, first published 42 years ago, 

Resources for studying the history of Jewish Atlanta and Georgia continue to multiply

BY David
     Geffen

Mark Bauman

This 1979 issue of The Atlanta 
Historical Journal features The 
Temple on its cover.

Eli Evans Janice Rothschild 
Blumberg

Morris Abram Dr. Perry Brickman

Jane Leavey Sandy Berman

Aaron Berger Jeremy Katz

Elliott Levitas

See HISTORY, page 8
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and was president of the Revson Foundation 
for 30 years. At 
the American 
J e w i s h 
H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, in 
New York, are 
the archives of 
Rabbi Tobias 
Geffen and 
his son, Rabbi 
Samuel Geffen. 
At the Ratner 
Archives of 
the Jewish 
T h e o l o g i c a l 

Seminary of America are the papers of Dr. 
Joel S. Geffen, Atlanta native and field 
director of JTSA for 40 years. 

From page 7

History

 USA Today selected The William 
Breman Jewish Heritage Museum as one 
of Atlanta’s 10 Best Museums. Some of 
the other museums are the High Museum 
of Art, Atlanta History Center, Fernbank 
Museum of Natural History, and the Center 
for Civil and Human Rights.
 Lesli Peterson, Atlanta local expert for 
USA Today, explains, “When you visit, you 
might see exhibitions on the Holocaust, 
Jewish arts, culture, and the history of the 
Jewish community in the Atlanta area. 
Visitors can learn about the contributions 
that the Jewish people have made to Atlanta 
from 1845 to the present. Browse through 
the family photographs, documents, and 
personal belongings of those impacted by 
the Holocaust.”
 Aaron Berger, executive director of 
the Breman Museum, states, “For USA 
Today to select us as one of Atlanta’s 10 

Best Museums 
c o n f i r m s 
that a Jewish 
museum holds 
an important 
place among 
A t l a n t a ’ s 
c u l t u r a l 
offerings. We 
are particularly 
proud when 
one considers 
the size of the 
other museums 
listed. It is 

an honor to be listed with such esteemed 
organizations.”
 The museum is currently featuring 
three exhibitions: its permanent Holocaust 
exhibition, along with the temporary 
exhibitions “Where The Wild Things 
Are: Maurice Sendak in His Own Words 
and Pictures” and “Eighteen Artifacts: A 
Story of Jewish Atlanta.” Previously, the 
Breman created an exhibition about Rich’s 

Department Store and comic book art and 
characters created by Jewish artists. Details 
of a major new exhibition, to be opened 
this summer, will soon be announced.
 In addition to exhibitions, The Breman 
Museum has an active and diverse calendar 
of programs and events. In the coming 
months, The Breman Museum will be 

presenting “Bearing Witness,” a popular 
series of talks by Holocaust survivors. The 
November 15 program will feature Eva 
Friedlander, a survivor from Hungary; on 
December 13, Norbert Friedman, from 
Poland and survivor of 11 concentration 
camps, will tell his story.
 Starting January 2016, the museum 

will host the third season of its innovative 
series of concerts that explore the 
contributions Jews have made to music. 
This series, which features internationally 
renown talent, is in partnership with The 
Atlanta Opera, Atlanta Jazz Festival, and 
Theatrical Outfit.
 The museum is located in Midtown 
Atlanta, at 1440 Spring Street (at 17th 
Street). It is open Sunday-Thursday 10:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Friday 10:00-4:00 
p.m. It is closed for most Jewish and some 
secular holidays.
 For more information, schedules for 
all events, and tickets, visit theBreman.org.

Breman Museum shines as one of Atlanta’s 10 best

Aaron Berger

“Where The Wild Things Are: Maurice Sendak in His Own Words and Pictures” (Images courtesy of The Maurice 
Sendak Archive, The Rosenbach Museum & Library, Philadelphia, PA)

Eva Friedlander Norbert Friedman

“Eighteen Artifacts: A Story of Jewish Atlanta” 

 It is Sunday night, September 6, and 
Albert’s birthday would have been Tuesday, 
the 8th. Albert died about a month ago, and 
I miss him very much. It has been so hard to 
accept. He had been quite sick with cancer, 
the main culprit, for several months. I flew 
up to Richmond, Virginia, to see him, and I 
will always treasure that visit. I know what 
a wonderful life he had. His wonderful wife, 
Doris, his two sons, and two grandchildren 
brought him much joy. Albert was very 
active in the Jewish community and 
especially in his synagogue. He did find 
time to keep up with the basketball games 

of his alma mater, the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 Many tears I have shed since Albert 
died. However, I find comfort now in 
knowing he is no longer suffering and 
is at peace. Just one more thing I want to 
tell you: the funeral service was beautiful, 
and many tributes were paid to Albert. 
Through my tears, I was able to add a little 
humor when I got up to say a few words 
in front of a packed synagogue. I told how 
Albert and I—at a very young age—used 
to dread not being able to eat bread, cake, 
and cookies when Passover rolled around. 
I said, of course, it was his idea that, when 
the holiday was over, we ran all about our 
house, shouting, “Chumitz rules again!” The 
whole synagogue laughed, even the rabbis. 
 I will never forget my brother. We 
were seven children—now we are three. 
However, we have always been close, and 
that helps.

Albert Katz, my brother

BY Marice
     Katz

Albert Katz
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BOOK FESTIVAL CONTINUES. One 
of the community’s most anticipated 
cultural events, the 24th Edition of the 
Book Festival of the MJCCA continues 
through November 22. From history 
to mystery, fact to fiction, politics to 
religion, and humor to political satire, the 
Book Festival’s exceptional repertoire 
has something to offer all book lovers. 
More than 10,000 visitors come together 
each year, to listen to, meet, and interact 
with their favorite authors, in a variety of 
forums, such as author meet-and-greets, 
book signings, a community read, panel 
discussions, children’s and teen activities, 
and more. 
 Featured authors included Arlene 
and Alan Alda; Faye, Jonathan, and Jesse 
Kellerman; Ted Koppel; Ambassador 

Dennis Ross; 
Dr. Ruth 
We s t h e i m e r , 
A l a n 
D e r s h o w i t z , 
Judy Blume, 
and Mitch 
Albom. The 
festival is 
presented by 
Barbara and 
Ed Mendel, 
G r e e n b e r g 
Traurig, and 
Wells Fargo.

 Most events will be held at the 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of 
Atlanta, 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody. 
To purchase tickets, call 678-812-4005, or 
visit atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.

SELF-DEFENSE WORKSHOPS FOR 
TEEN GIRLS. The MJCCA has introduced 
Girls Can Fight Too!, a self-defense 
workshop for girls in 6th-8th grades, and 

Fierce and Fabulous, workshops for 9th-
12th-grade girls. Classes began in October, 
at the MJCCA’s Zaban Park campus. 
 The MJCCA is partnering with 
Atlanta-based Divas In Defense, a 
company that provides the training and 
tools to empower women and girls of 
all ages to gain the confidence and the 
skills to defend and protect themselves 
both physically and socially through fun, 
interactive learning. 
 Girls Can Fight Too! workshops 
include basic self-defense training, 
bullying prevention, internet safety, and 
personal empowerment. The Fierce & 
Fabulous workshops include basic self-
defense training, as well as personal 
and street safety, boundary setting, 
and personal empowerment.  For more 
information on the programs, visit www.
atlantajcc.org/teens, or call 678-812-3978. 

GREAT BIG CHALLAH BAKE. On 
October 22 at the MJCCA Zaban Park, 
hundreds of people participated in the 
Great Big Challah Bake. This event was 
part of the Shabbat Project, in which 
more than 170 cities and more than 1,000 
communities took part in the experience 
of preparing challah for Shabbat. 
 Participants made their own challah 
dough and learned how to braid challah 
bread in preparation for Shabbat. All 
ingredients and utensils were provided.
 This project was a worldwide effort 
encouraging Shabbat observance from 
sundown on October 23 until nightfall on 
October 24.

CAMP PROGRAM EXPANDS. The 
MJCCA is bringing its popular Day 
Camps program to Congregation Dor 
Tamid, in Johns Creek, to provide camp 
opportunities to North Fulton, Gwinnett, 

and Forsyth County families. 
 The MJCCA program will utilize 
buildings, multi-purpose rooms, gardens, 
and the kitchen at Dor Tamid. The 
expansive, wooded area on the 10-acre 
campus will accommodate a variety of 
camp activities. 
 Serving more than 2,000 campers 
this past summer, the MJCCA offers more 
than 100 options for rising Pre-K to 10th-
graders. MJCCA Summer Day Camps are 
currently held on the 52-acre Zaban Park 
campus in Dunwoody. For the first time 
this past summer, the MJCCA’s popular 
Performing Arts Camps were held on the 
campus of Emory University.
 For more information about the 
MJCCA Day Camps, call 678-812-4004, 
or e-mail camps@atlantajcc.org.

ARTS & CULTURE FOR KIDS AND 
FAMILIES. The MJCCA has numerous 
upcoming Arts & Culture programs and 
Family Theatre productions that are perfect 
for kids and families. The programs below 
take place at the MJCCA’s Morris & Rae 
Frank Theatre. For more information, visit 
www.atlantajcc.org/boxoffice, or call 678-
812-4002. Programs are suitable for all 

ages, unless otherwise specified.

Family Theatre: 
• MJCCA Youth Ensemble presents The 
Music Man Jr., December 13-14, 7:00 
p.m. Admission is $5-$10. 
• Bucket of Blessings (presented by 
Alliance Theatre’s Theatre for the Very 
Young), January 17, 2016, 12:15 p.m., 
1:30 p.m., and 2:45 p.m. Admission is $5-
$10. This program is ideal for children 18 
months-5 years.
• Moon Mouse (presented by Lightwire 
Theater), January 31, 2016, 11:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Admission is $10-$20. 
• Fancy Nancy (Presented by Synchronicity 
Performance Group), March 20, 2016, 
1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., and 5:00 p.m. 
Admission is $10-$20.

Theater:
• Jerry’s Habima Theatre presents Shrek 
the Musical, February 24-March 6, 2016. 
Admission is $15-$35. 

•  Children’s theater:
MJCCA Youth Ensemble Presents James 
and the Giant Peach, May 8-9, 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is $5-$10. 

 MJCCA News

Ted Koppel

 Long ago, grandmother was the sweet 
old-fashioned lady who performed miracles 
in the kitchen for her family, her children, 
and her grandchildren. She stayed home, 
never had an outside job, and was the steel 
backbone of the family. She taught her 
grandchildren how to bake cookies, was 
open for all domestic problems and crises, 
and dressed in a reserved fashion. Oh, what 
changes took place in the past few decades.
 Grandmother now goes to classes at the 
community college, has an outside part-time 
job, and still makes time for her family. She 
watches her weight, goes to a gym, takes 

a lively interest in community affairs and 
politics, and takes evening art classes.
 Besides all of that, she still has time for 
cookies, even 
if she buys 
them at the 
supermarket. 
But more that 
this, she is 
the Rock of 
Gibraltar for 
her family. 
When her 
children and 
grandchildren 
need her, she 
steps in.
 M u c h 
c r e d i t 
goes to the 
grandmothers who work hard, hold down 
multiple jobs, and yet make time to nurture 

and care for their grandchildren. This 
seemingly is a monumental assignment and 
may require long hours, very little sleep, 

endless love, 
caring, and 
disappointments. 
 Grandmothers 
make an 
e n o r m o u s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
with their 
heroic efforts, 
so they can 
offer strength, 
counsel, and 
support to their 
grandchildren.
 I propose that we 
take the time to 
celebrate these 

unsung heroines—our grandmothers.

Ode to the grandmother
BY Eva
    Friedlander

Call Sandy Taffel 
770.565.5160

CHUPPAH for sale

Great Big Challah Bake
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Experience a Divine Culture

OPEN THE GATES 
TO A LOST  

CIVILIZATION
COBB ENERGY CENTRE I JANUARY 15-17 

AN ALL-NEW 2016 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

Shen Yun’s one-of-a-kind perfor-
mance revives stories and leg-
ends from thousands of years of 
Chinese culture. With the richly 
expressive art of classical Chinese 
dance, groundbreaking musical 
compositions, and cutting-edge, 
interactive stage effects, Shen 
Yun is leaving millions around the 
world in awe. 

The Inspiration 
of a Lifetime

Begin your journey  

        at ShenYun.comPRESENTED BY FALUN DAFA ASSOCIATION OF ATLANTA

“Simply gorgeous stage magic!  
A must see.”

 — Broadway World  

— Richard Connema, Broadway critic

“...5 stars. That’s the top.”
“I probably have reviewed over 3,000 to 
4,000 shows since 1942. ...I will give this 

production 5 stars. That’s the top.”

“it speaks not only to my intellect, but 
it speaks to my heart ... 

It was a complete edifying experience
of the human spirit.”

— Omega Medina,  
former senior manager for Grammy Awards

“I was in tears, because the human spirit, 
the dignity, the power, the love, coming 
out of those people was astounding... 

There is nothing beyond this, nothing.”

— Jim Crill, producer

“There is nothing beyond this...”
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Sperry • Sebago • Timberland
Merrell • J&M • Ecco •  Florsheim
Clarks • Ugg • Cole-Haan • Bass
Allen Edmonds • New Balance

Cole-Haan • Allen Edmonds
Sizes 6-16 A-EEEE

www.BenniesShoes.com

404.262.1966 • 2625 Piedmont Rd. • Buckhead
Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 12-5

OVER $50!!!
Expires 1/31/16 
Excludes Shoe Repair

OFF ANY 
PURCHASE

February 2-7 • FoxTheatre.org/Beauty • 855-285-8499

Celebrate Chanukah  
with The Davis Academy!

Please join us for a magical morning of  
Chanukah festivities with music, crafts, games  
and more for preschoolers and their families!

Sunday, December 13 | 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
RSVP’s requested at RSVP@davisacademy.org.  

Questions? Please contact Lisa Mirsky at 678-527-3300.

Gabrielle, 
age 8.

8105 Roberts Drive, Atlanta, GA  30350 
770-671-0085  |  davisacademy.org

A proud affiliate of:  

 Be Amazed.
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Building community and bringing hope 

in Atlanta, Israel, and around the world is 

what your Jewish Federation is all about.

Together, we support valuable programs 

that create and sustain Jewish identity 

while helping countless people overcome 

poverty, hunger and despair. Share your 

light this Chanukah.

Donate. Volunteer. Make a Di�erence. 

1440 Spring Street | Atlanta, GA 30309 | 404.873.1661 | JewishAtlanta.org

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF A COMMUNITY.

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL
Solomon Schechter School of Atlanta

Happy Hanukkah from
THE EPSTEIN SCHOOL

335 COLEWOOD WAY NW
SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956
EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG

4819 JG hanukkah ad.indd   1 11/11/15   4:56 PM

Dedicated to enhancing the quality and security 
of your life by providing in-home services customized 

to your needs since 2006.

Happy Chanukah

www.careminders.com/dunwoody
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KATZ FAMILY

 OIL CHANGE   •Up to 6 qts 5w20/30 Conventional Oil
•In-Stock Oil Filter 
•Courtesy Check w/ visual brake check

(j
g-

ca
p)$1999

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING

820 Holcomb Bridge Rd
(East of Alpharetta Hwy.)

Roswell, GA
770-998-2974

2730 Town Center Dr. NW
(Across From Town Center Mall)

Kennesaw, GA
770-425-5300

463 Glynn St. N
(Hudson Plaza)
Fayetteville, GA
770-461-7731

920 Northside Dr. NW
(Across From GA Tech.)

Atlanta, GA
404-876-5879

1764 Cobb Parkway S
(North of Windy Hill Rd.)

Marietta, GA
770-952-0151

224 N. Main
(Corner of Mayfield)

Alpharetta, GA
678-689-2139

1105 Johnson Ferry Rd
(2 Miles South of Merchant Walk)

Marietta, GA
770-509-1838

 7 Convenient Locations

OR $20 OFF Any Service
Not valid with other offers.  Excludes tires. Valid at above locations. Expires 12/31/2015

That’s the 
TORAH DAY 

SCHOOL 
Difference

ACHIEVING 
academic 

excellence in 
Judaic & General 

studies 

TEACHING &
INSPIRING 
students to live 
a committed & 

purposeful 
Jewish life

) l

COME SEE US! TorahDay.org/Visit
1985 Lavista Road, Atlanta, GA 30329 • 404-982-0800

Great Miracles Happen Here
Schedule a Tour and See for yourself

TDSA wishes you a Happy chanukah!
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celebrate
Chanukah 
at the temple 

Chanukah with The Temple  
at Atlanta Botanical Garden
Wednesday, December 9, 2015 | 5:30-9:30 PM
Enjoy the “Garden Lights, Holiday Nights” displays 
and then join together for candle lighting, singing, and 
refreshments at 6, 7, or 8 PM.

Tickets required and a limited number of complimentary 
admissions are available (one per household). RSVP to 
Laurie Simon at lsimon@the-temple.org.

RSVPs required to attend these events. For more information about celebrating with The Temple, 
Chanukah traditions, and seasonal mitzvah projects visit www.the-temple.org/chanukah.

It’s the festival 
of lights, 8 
crazy nights, 
so let’s do 
it right by 
celebrating 
together! Join 
your Temple 
family at these 
special events:

Chanukah Party with  
Guest Musician Shira Kline
Friday, December 11, 2015
6:00 PM Family Shabbat Service
6:45 PM Chanukah Party for All Ages –  
Enjoy latkes and sufganiyot as we light the 
Chanukah menorah!
7:30 PM Adult Shabbat Service
RSVP online www.the-temple.org/chanukah

1589 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta, GA 30309
404.873.1731
www.the-temple.org
office@the-temple.org

facebook.com/thetempleatlanta

@the_templeatl

@the_templeatl
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BUCKHEAD: 2161 Piedmont Road
Atlanta, GA 30324 | 404-881-0902

DORAVILLE: 5877 Buford Hwy
Doraville, GA 30340 | 770-458-3272

TOWERWINESPIRITS.COM
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 An El Al Boeing 777 chartered by 
Nefesh B’Nefesh, departed New York’s JFK 
International Airport, on August 17, carrying 
232 olim (new immigrants) from the U.S. 
and Canada, who will begin new lives in 
the Jewish state. The flight was facilitated in 
cooperation with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah 
& Immigrant Absorption, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, Keren Kayemeth Le’Israel, JNF-
USA, and Tzofim-Garin Tzabar.
 Fifty-nine of the inspiring young 
men and women on board will volunteer 
for the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) as 
“lone soldiers”—young people who leave 
behind their homes, families and friends—
in the coming months. They will join 
the 2,800 lone soldiers from around the 
world (including 850 from the U.S.), who 
are currently serving in the IDF. Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, in cooperation with Friends of 
the IDF (FIDF), cares for thousands of lone 
soldiers serving in the IDF through the Lone 
Soldiers Program, which offers guidance 
and support for all lone soldier immigrants 
during each stage of their service: pre-
immigration, pre-recruitment, active 
military service, after release from the army, 
and during adjustment to civilian life.
 The passengers on this special flight 
included 29 families with their 75 children, 
as well as nine couples and 86 singles.
 Among the olim who made aliyah and 
would later be volunteering for the IDF was 
Adina Karpuj Bortz, 19, from Atlanta.  
 The August 17 planeload of olim was 
the second of two charters, which, along 
with six group aliyah flights and olim 
arriving independently on a daily basis, 
brought more than 2,000 olim making aliyah 
through Nefesh B’Nefesh this summer. An 
estimated 4,000 newcomers from North 

America are expected in 2015. Since 2002, 
Nefesh B’Nefesh, together with its partners, 
has brought 45,000 olim to Israel from the 
U.S., Canada, and England.
 “These brave young men and 
women who chose to leave the comfort 
of their homes and join the thousands of 
soldiers already serving in the army, are a 
tremendous source of pride for us and for 
the people of Israel,” said Nefesh B’Nefesh 
Co-Founder and Executive Director Rabbi 
Yehoshua Fass. “It is truly inspiring to see 
that Jews everywhere, young and old, and 
from all denominations, are determined to 
fulfill the dream of building the Jewish State 
and strengthening the Jewish nation.”
 Friends and family saw the olim off at a 
departure ceremony at JFK Airport. Notable 
guests included Spokesperson and Consul 
for Media Affairs at the Consulate General 
of Israel in New York. Shimon Mercer 
Wood, Vice President and General Manager 
of El Al in North and Central America 
Shmuel Kuzi, Israel Scouts Chairman 
Eli Ben-Yosef, Jewish Agency for Israel 
Director of the Eligibility Approval Unit for 
New Immigrants Jack Corcos, and Nefesh 
B’Nefesh Co-Founders Rabbi Yehoshua 
Fass and Tony Gelbart.
 Founded in 2002, Nefesh B’Nefesh, in 
cooperation with the Israeli government and 
The Jewish Agency for Israel, is dedicated 
to revitalizing aliyah from North America 
and the U.K. by removing or minimizing 
financial, professional, logistical, and social 
obstacles. The support and comprehensive 
social services provided by Nefesh 
B’Nefesh to its almost 45,000 newcomers 
has ensured that more than 90% of its olim 
have remained in Israel.

Adina Karpuj Bortz begins a new life as a lone soldier

Adina Karpuj Bortz, with her family at JFK Airport, moments before she 
boarded the plane to Israel (photos: Shahar Azran)

Future Israeli soldiers

 On October, Howard Wexler became 
co-president of the Jewish National Fund 
Southeast Board of Directors, alongside 
Alan S. Wolk. 
 “We are thrilled that Howard has 
chosen to take the helm in advancing JNF’s 
commitment to the land and people of 
Israel,” said Southeast Regional Director 
Beth Gluck. “He is a strategic thinker, a hard 
worker, and dedicated to Israel’s security, 
prosperity and sustainability. People respect 
him and are eager to work with him.” 
 “JNF took an idea and helped make it 
into the homeland for Jews everywhere,” 

said Wexler. “Today, JNF continues to 
nurture Israel and help it reach its full 
potential. I want to do what I can to make 
Israel a better place for everyone who lives 
there and for those who want to visit. I can 
think of no better way to do this than to 
assist JNF in achieving its mission.” 
 Wexler was born in Erie, Pennsylvania. 
He received his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and both his juris doctorate and LL.M. in tax 
from Emory University. 
 His professional career has focused on 
legal, management, and executive roles for 

various financial services companies. He 
was general counsel and chief operating 
officer of American Security Insurance 
Group, as well as chief executive officer of 
ALAC. In 2002, he was recruited to serve 
as general counsel and managing director 
of Balboa Insurance Group, in Irvine, 
California. 
 Since his return to Atlanta, he has 
assisted several non-profit organizations, 
including the Atlanta Chapter of the Friends 
of the Israeli Defense Forces and the Jewish 
Educational Loan Fund. He has also selected 
films and served on the steering committee 
of the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. As a 
volunteer with Jewish Family & Career 
Services, he helped refugee families from 
Iraq and Eretria become acclimated to their 
new lives in Atlanta. 
 Wexler currently resides in Sandy 
Springs, with his wife, Sharon. They have 
two adult children, Emily and Julie, who 
live with their families in Chicago.

Howard Wexler to become new co-president of Jewish National Fund Atlanta Board 

Howard Wexler
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 As a child, I grew up hearing stories of 
the Six-Day War and our paratroopers who 
courageously gave their lives to win the 
Battle of Ammunition Hill, in Jerusalem. 
I still remember jumping into pretend 
trenches and bunkers, while playing war 
games as a child and imitating the soldiers 
of Ammunition Hill. The stories of my 
childhood ultimately persuaded me to 
join the Paratroopers Brigade of the Israel 
Defense Forces.
 As an adult, I became a JNF emissary, 
in Atlanta, Georgia. My military training 
included a visit to Ammunition Hill to learn 
more about the history and honor of the Israel 
Defense Forces. As a paratrooper of the IDF, 
I was thrilled to follow in the footsteps of the 
soldiers who bravely fought and fell during 
the Six-Day War and to pay my respects at 
the JNF’s Wall of Honor.
 The Battle of Ammunition Hill is 
considered to be one of the key conflicts in 
the battle for Jerusalem. Although the trench 
warfare, fortified bunkers, and well-trained 
Jordanian Army seemed impossible to 
defeat, the courage and determination of the 
Jewish warriors won the battle. Following 
the Six-Day War, Ammunition Hill became 
an Israeli National Heritage Site, to 
commemorate the liberation and unification 
of Jerusalem and the fall of national heroes 
in the Six-Day War. Today, Ammunition 
Hill preserves the unique nature of the site 
as it was then. The new museum on the site 
provides an opportunity to educate students, 
soldiers, and the general public about the 
historic battle.
 While traveling throughout the United 
States, I heard many fascinating stories about 
the Jewish people. I spoke to people who 
fled Europe before World War II, Holocaust 
survivors who came to the U.S. after the 
war, and Jewish soldiers who fought in 
American and European armies against the 
Nazis. I spoke to many others who came to 
Israel before its founding, to participate in 
Haganah’s elite forces. 
 As an emissary, I learned of the efforts 
JNF has made to strengthen Israel, including 
the funding of the new Memorial Hall at 
Ammunition Hill. The museum has been 
upgraded since its opening to include a 
center for documenting and commemorating 
the heritage of the Jewish people. JNF 
recognizes that the museum is an important 
National Heritage Site that tells an important 
story about all Jewish veterans in any army 
or war around the world; it has continued 
to raise funds for renovations, such as an 
audiovisual show about the Six-Day War, 
Memorial Hall, and the Wall of Honor to 
recognize the bravery of all Jewish veterans. 
 Jeff Kaufman and his son, Michael, of 
Atlanta, Georgia, had the unique opportunity 

to visit Ammunition Hill this year. According 
to Jeff, the ceremony at the Wall of Honor 
was a very poignant moment. He and his 
son were accompanied by Yoel Rosby, the 
liaison of the Ammunition Hill Museum, 
and Alon Wald, one of the original founders 
of the Maglan Special Forces Unit. 
 Says Michael, “As I looked up at the 
names of Jewish soldiers who fought for their 
countries and beliefs, I was totally inspired. 
During that moment I felt connected to 
Judaism’s past, present, and future. As Jews, 
we take pride in our culture and respect those 
who fight for it. It was incredibly meaningful 
to be a part of that tradition.” Both Michael 
and Jeff were honored to visit the Wall of 
Honor and look forward to returning to the 
historic battlegrounds of Ammunition Hill.
 There’s an old saying, “Those who 
cannot remember the past are condemned 
to repeat it.” By establishing memorials 
and museums such as the Memorial Hall 
in Jerusalem, we will make Israel stronger 
for years to come. Every year, on Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Jews celebrate our independence 

by remembering our heroes. On that day, we 
honor the courage of all Jewish war veterans 
from all wars in all countries at Ammunition 
Hill. All Jewish veterans are invited to a 
special unveiling ceremony celebrating the 
launch of the Wall of Honor later this year, 
and those who attend will receive an award 
certificate from the museum. The families 
of Jewish veterans may even purchase a 
commemorative plaque on the wall with the 
warrior’s name, rank, and years of service, 
to stand guard with their fellow Jewish war 
veterans forever protecting Israel.
 The Jewish community demonstrates 
its respect for the veterans who sacrificed 
their lives for us. These veterans will be 
remembered for their sacrifice in the Six-
Day war and the Battle of Ammunition Hill 
with the establishment of the Wall of Honor 
at Ammunition Hill.
 For more information on an honoring a 
beloved soldier of any war from any country, 
contact Jewish National Fund Southeast 
Director Beth Gluck at 404-236-8990 ext. 
851. 

Ezra Ravins is JNF-KKL Israel emissary to 
the Southeast USA.

Honoring Jewish military personnel at Jerusalem’s Ammunition Hill

BY Ezra
     Ravins

JNF Solidarity Mission members next 
to the plaque for the Jewish soldiers

Soldiers at a ceremony at Ammunition Hill

Hello dear friends,

 The time has come to say goodbye and thank you.
 Sadly, my two years as shlichut in Atlanta as the Jewish National Fund’s 
emissary from Israel are winding down. 
 During my shlichut in Atlanta, the Southeast, and throughout the United 
States, I have met many good people, all of whom 
love Israel. I have been happy to befriend many Jewish 
and Christian donors during this time. I have tried, “as 
a emissary,” to represent the State of Israel and the 
Jewish National Fund as a central and dominant force 
in the development of Israel’s Negev region. I am not 
a salesman in the classic sense, but it has been easy for 
me to sell the organization that I believe in and that is 
a key partner in implementing the Zionist mission of 
our country and its Arava Valley.
 During my work, I have met thousands of 
people in the South and across the U.S., in churches, 
synagogues, and universities; at Federation events; 
and as groups in private homes. I have tried to connect 
them to the State of Israel and the endless positive 
actions of the JNF, by sharing my personal story of my parents’ Zionist immigration 
to Israel in the 1960s and the development of the new, dynamic communities in 
the Arava Valley that began in the 1980s. Our work in the Arava Valley has truly 
made the desert bloom.
 The State of Israel is going through a challenging period, with many economic 
challenges and the high cost of living. We continue to deal with security threats 
from radical terrorist organizations and the Iranian nuclear threat. There is also the 
continued boycotting of Israel by organizations around the world.
 JNF’s task has not changed and will continue the same type of historic mission 
that was raised by David Ben-Gurion, to settle and populate the Negev and the 
Arava. JNF will continue with the existing historic mission to connect American 
donors to the endless action of strengthening and building the Land of Israel, 
by building water reservoirs, making the desert bloom, building communities, 
strengthening security, caring for vulnerable populations, and more.
 I feel that I am simply exchanging my U.S. Zionist mission with a Zionist 
mission in the Arava Valley, my home. I will continue to help develop agriculture 
and tourism in the desert and encourage population growth.
 Thank you all for the hugs, Southern hospitality, and support for me and my 
wife, Debbie, JNF, and the State of Israel.
 Please continue to be involved and contribute to the JNF and the State of 
Israel. Debbie and I will be happy to host you in Israel in the Arava for a desert 
experience of true Zionism. (And maybe even a camel ride.) For your desert 
experience, please contact me at ezra@arava.co.il or 972-0523665919. Thank 
you, and all the best. 

Sincerely, 

Ezra Ravins

Ezra Ravins
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By Belle Klavonsky

SINGAPORE MATH. Armed with board 
games, laptops, and ActivBoards, The 
Epstein School 2nd-graders recently led 
their parents through a series of experiential 
math activities. This fun and engaging 
morning was a glimpse for parents into the 
world of 2nd grade at Epstein. In Singapore 
math, students move through a three-
part learning process, beginning with a 
concrete representation of a problem (using 
manipulatives such as cubes), moving 
toward a pictorial representation (such 
as bar models and ten frames) to abstract 
thinking about math (writing the algorithm 
and solving it). Pictured: Judah Becker, with 
his parents Jeremy Becker and Dori Black

WINDOWS TO KINDERGARTEN. 
Recently, at Epstein’s Windows to 
Kindergarten Program, parents observed 
their children in a variety of experiential 
activities that integrated math, science, 
literature, Hebrew, and music. Each activity 
students engaged in was thematically 
centered around the weekly parsha of 
Noah’s Ark. Teachers expose students to 
activities in areas of challenge, thereby 
creating stronger, more balanced brains 
capable of high-level critical thinking and 
problem solving. Here, Ethan Kirkel and 
Josephine Marzullo work together to build 
a 3-D model of Noah’s Ark.

GO HAWKS. It was a slam dunk as the 
Atlanta Hawks coaches took over PE classes 
at The Epstein School, one of only seven 

schools in the state (and the only Jewish 
day school in Atlanta) to be recognized as 
an Official Atlanta Hawks School. Students 
had fun while learning some great new 
moves and techniques. The Hawks coaches 
came to the school for two days, in honor 
of the late Julie Love, a former Epstein PE 
teacher. Here, Dedric Willoughby holds up 
first-grader Kayla Furie for a slam dunk, 
as classmates Iian Bachar and Abby Hanna 
look on.

BALANCING ACT. Anything can happen 
when your grandfather, a nuclear physicist 
specializing in emergency health and safety, 
comes to visit your class. Pre-K students 
in Stephanie Lampert’s class at Epstein 
engaged in some mind-boggling, hands-on 
science experiments that looked a little like 
magic—unless, of course, you understand 
some of the basic laws of physics, such as 
Newton’s law of gravity. Using soda cans 
filled to various levels with water, Michael 
Slobodien, grandfather of Natan Slobodien 
Rodriguez, demonstrates how you can 
balance a can on its edge by finding its 
center of gravity.

21ST CENTURY ENRICHMENT IN THE 
DIGITAL AGE. Technology is increasingly 
becoming an integral part of education 
at all levels, including early childhood. 
From ActivBoards to iPads and now, Bee-
Bots, Epstein’s youngest students are 
benefiting from classrooms with state-of-
the-art technology. The latest addition to the 
Epstein’s Preschool innovative technology 
tools are Bee-Bots, exciting and award-
winning programmable floor “robots,” 
designed to help preschool children develop 
math and literacy concepts, sequencing, 
estimation, problem-solving, counting, and 
direction. Here, Claire Solomon and Bennie 
Borna explore the alphabet and numbers 
using an iPad.

HOLIDAY ART. Under the guidance of 
Pamela Cohen, Epstein’s Elementary School 
art educator, young students, like five-year-
old Zachary Bill, created beautiful works 
of art for Rosh Hashanah. First, they used 
watercolor paints and Hebrew letters made 
from wax to make paintings using the wax-
resist technique. Next, they created Jewish 
stars with polymer clay and apples with 
modeling compound. When joined together, 
all these hand-made elements become a 
delightful holiday plaque.

BREAKTHROUGH JUNIOR 
CHALLENGE. Atlanta Jewish Academy 
Junior Shaun Regenbaum was among 
the top fifteen finalists worldwide in 
the Breakthrough Junior Challenge, a 
competition for young scientists ages 13-
18. Each participant created a video, up to 

ten minutes, explaining a new or existing 
challenging concept in the life sciences, 
physics, or mathematics in the most 
engaging, illuminating, and imaginative 
way. Shaun’s entry, an explanation of non-
standard analysis and infinitesimals, was an 
entertaining look at a difficult math concept. 
Shaun’s video made infinitesimals seem 
easy and fun. 

AIPAC DELEGATES. AJA Juniors 
Moshe (Max) Cohen, Ruby Jacobs, and 
Ezra Blaut have been selected as Lynne & 
Howard Halpern Atlanta delegates to the 
Anti-Defamation League’s 16th annual 
Grosfeld Family National Youth Leadership 
Mission to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum, in Washington, D.C. Students will 
convene to debate and wrestle with issues 
of bigotry and intolerance in America. The 
centerpiece of the mission will be their visit 
to the Holocaust museum. The students will 
also hear the personal stories of Holocaust 
survivors and current day Civil Rights 
leaders. Pictured: (from left) Moshe (Max) 
Cohen, Ruby Jacobs, and Ezra Blaut

VOLLEYBALL CHAMPS. AJA’s girls 
volleyball A-team (seventh and eighth 
grade) dazzled all their fans by capturing 
the first-place trophy in the MAAC Division 
II Championships. Led by Coach Penny 
Eisenstein, the team was undefeated this 
season, before they captured their first-place 
trophy. Coach Penny has kept score of every 
volleyball game the school has ever played; 
over the years, the volleyball team has 264 
wins and only 51 losses. Pictured: (back) 
Coach Penny Eisenstein; (middle, from 
left) Shayna Shapiro, Eliana Goldin, Eliana 
Horwitz, Aliza Moosai, Rotem Kadosh, 
Helena Asherian, Sophie Steinberg, and 
Sela Ratner; and (front) Wade Rabinowitz

STUDY IN THE SUKKAH. AJA third- and 
fourth-graders were joined by their parents, 
grandparents, and other loved ones for 
the annual Study in the Sukkah program. 
The overflow crowd enjoyed a play about 
Choni HaMa’agel, who refused to move 
out of a circle until Hashem sent rain. Then, 
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participants studied Torah and constructed 
rain gauges, in keeping with the prayer for 
rain recited on Shemini Atzeret. After that, 
students took the stage to perform a Hebrew 
song about rain. Later, everyone enjoyed 
snacks in the Sukkah. Pictured: fourth-
grader Kayla Minsk with grandparents 
Donald and Sheila Minsk

LITTLE CHALLAH BAKE. Inspired 
by the worldwide Great Challah Bake, 
AJA’s Early Childhood students had their 
own Little Challah Bake. Led by teacher 
Elisheva Johns, it was a great experience for 
everyone. Children and teachers alike had a 
wonderful time, and the whole school was 
filled with the aroma of challah on Shabbat. 
And unlike the challot at the Great Challah 
Bake, these delicious loaves had colored 
sprinkles on top. Here, Cobi Staimez poses 
with his challah

SOCCER WIN. AJA’s boys soccer team of 
sixth- through eighth-graders, coached by 
Emory University student Daniel Samuels, 
triumphed over all adversaries, winning a 
first-place trophy in the MAAC Division II 
Championships. Pictured: (back, from left) 
Effie Herer, Noah Chen (face obscured), 
Josh Anderson, Coach Daniel Samuels, and 
Leead Silverstone; (middle) Evyatar Asulin, 
Elliot Sokol, Miki Covitz, Simmy Wilson, 
Jaren Linowes, Daniel Mordoch, Matthew 
Minsk, Sammy Rubin, Jacob Kassel, and 
Manny Goldin; and (front) Yaakov Yosef 
Shifrin, Josh Asherian, Josh Alhadeff, Ezra 
Miller, Manny Glinsky, Binny Frenkel, and 
Jonah Gordon

WELCOMING GUESTS. The first-grade 
girls at Torah Day School of Atlanta 
are living proof that hachnasas orchim 

(welcoming guests) brings smiles and 
happy faces, as their guests were greeted. 
They also invited the kindergarten girls to 
their classroom for a Shabbos party in honor 
of Parshat Vayera.

STUDENT SCIENCE. TDSA’s fifth-grade 
students understand that science is a way of 
looking at the world around us. Challenging 
science activities, projects, and hands-on 
experiments help concretize what they are 
learning. Fifth-grade girls (top) and boys 
(bottom) are testing for acidity during their 
science class.

BE OUR GUEST. Torah Day School’s 
kindergarten students invited their special 
guests to make necklaces and create art 
projects. They also showed off much that 
they’ve learned so far this year. They have 
certainly learned how to be gracious hosts.

PEN PALS. Second-grade girls at TDSA are 

learning the art of letter writing, beginning 
with their year-long pen pal program. The 
girls are discovering that letter writing 
isn’t a lost art—and that includes the hand-
decorated envelopes. 

MAKING HISTORY FUN. TDSA’s 
fifth-grade boys are learning that history 
is engaging—after all, it is a story, and 
everyone loves a good story. Here, the boys 
have created three-dimensional maps to add 
art and creativity to their love of history. 

FARM-TO-TABLE. TDSA students enjoy 
farm-to-table snacks from the school’s 
organic gardens. Here, a kindergarten 
student enjoys fresh lettuce from the garden 
located outside her classroom. 

FALL IN THE GARDEN. Fall is a beautiful 
time to explore nature. The Davis Academy 
kindergarten students took their science 
class outside, to the school’s Nature 
Sanctuary, for some hands-on study of the 
changes that occur during the fall season, 
including sorting and classifying leaves. 
Pictured: (back, from left) assistant class 
teacher Mrs. Block, Jette Rothstein, Halle 
Nelms, Matilda Mundell, Sydney Tolk, and 
Liam Dardik; and (front) Owen Peretz.
 
 SING OUT. The Davis Academy Magical 
Melodies sang the National Anthem at a 
September Braves versus Phillies game. 
Fourth- and fifth-grade chorus members 
also sang at the November 15 Hawks game. 
Led by music teacher Michelle Gimpelvich, 
the members of the Magical Melodies are: 
Kelli Berenthal, Mollie Binderman, Shayna 

Edelman, Ryan Frank, Ava Galison, Alyssa 
Gershon-Palma, Sydney Gold, Isabelle 
Goldstein, Harrison Green, Joshua Israel, 
Daniel Katz, Vivian Kohn, Ari Levy, Jacob 
Martin, Leah Moradi, Pressley Rogers, 
Mallory Rosen, Rachel Rusnak, Ava 
Satisky, Megan Sparks, Kiera Swislow, 
Carly Tauber, Sarah Terapane, Renee 
Vaysman, and Grace Wolf. (Photo courtesy 
Greg Gimpelvich)

AUTHOR INTERVIEW. Davis students 
Adam Tepper, Mick Shrubstock, Connor 
Swislow, and Gavin Friedman, members 
of the fifth-grade boys book club, had the 
unique opportunity to Skype with New York 
Times bestselling author Carrie Ryan after 
reading her unforgettable tale, The Map 
to Everywhere. The boys asked insightful 
questions and they loved talking directly 
with one of their favorite authors.
 

INTERFAITH VOICES. A group comprising 
Davis Middle School students, Davis Class 
of 2015 alumni, and Marist School Middle 
School students sang at Georgia Tech’s 
Ferst Center, on October 28, for the Nostra 
Aetate Jubilee, a Catholic-Jewish program 
honoring the 50th anniversary of the Vatican 
document that positively transformed 
Christian-Jewish relations. Pictured: (front, 
from left) Gracie Kirschner (Davis), Brynn 
Werner (Marist), Darcy Deneen (Davis), 
Natalie Selover (Davis), Sarah London 
(Davis alum), Hallie Jo Schroeder (Marist), 
Erin Edwards (Davis), Cecelia Reed 
(Marist), Shayna Fraley (Davis alum), Stuart 
Hilsman (Marist), Rachel Stinar (Davis 
alum), and Isabelle Mokotoff (Davis); and 
(back) Marist students Luke Federer and 
Caleb Johnson

See CLASSNOTES, page 20
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COMMUNITY CARING. Davis Academy 
third-grade classes have partnered for many 
years with the Sandy Springs Community 
Action Center, an agency that helps area 
residents in need. After collecting and 
bagging toiletries for CAC clients, Davis 
students Will Morrison, Ashley Dryburgh, 
Rachel Slutzky, and Maya Israel toured 

CAC facilities and learned about the kinds 
of foods that are often donated to food 
pantries. This activity showed them the 
importance of helping people by donating 
high quality and nutritious foods.

METAMORPHOSIS. Davis Academy’s 
Lower School lobby is home to a colorful, 
inspiring display of student and faculty made 
butterflies. Symbolic of change and hope, 
the butterflies represent this year’s emphasis 
on growth, as the entire community prepares 
to take Davis to the next stage—including 

new facilities, such as a performing arts 
center, community spiritual space, and 
Lower School dining hall and kitchen. In 
classes, students discussed butterflies as 
metaphors for themselves and how art can 
communicate deeper meaning. By year’s 
end, all students, faculty, and staff will have 
contributed their own butterflies to this 
meaningful art kehilah. 

FALL PRODUCTION. The Weber School’s 
Fall Drama Production, From Where I 
Stand: Life Through the Eyes of Our Youth, 
drew rave reviews from its audiences. The 
production included excerpts from the play 
Blind Dates and original prose and poetry 
written by the cast, featuring their views 
and opinions on a topics including peace, 
love, and acceptance. Under the direction 
of Hilda Willis, performing arts director in 
residence, and special guest artist Fhena, 
it starred Ayelet Bernstein, Rachel (Relly) 
Hayut, Emily Kurzweil, Blake Rosen, 
Mattie Rosen, Samantha Seiden, and Samuel 

Weiss-Cowie. 
WEBER MATHLETES. Weber students 
Jessica Bachner, Avi Botwinick, Samuel 
Weiss-Cowie, and Levi Durham placed 
second in the 2015 Rockdale Mathematics 
Competition, at the Rockdale County 
Magnet School.The competition is open 
to any middle or high school in the 
Southeast and attracts top competitors 
from public and private schools. This year, 
114 four-person teams participated; the 
Weber team won its award in the Varsity 
Independent School classification.

GRANDPARENTS DAY. More than 
100 grandparents came to Weber for 
Grandparent’s Day, the largest turnout 
ever. After opening remarks from Head 
of School Rabbi Harwitz, Weber’s band 
and chorus students performed. Students 
escorted their grandparents to their 
classrooms, concluding with grandparents 
and grandchildren eating lunch together. 

Classnotes
From page 19

By Marsha Liebowitz

AJC WELCOMES PARDEE. Jennifer 
Pardee is the new development director for 
AJC. Most recently, she served as assistant 

director of 
Advancement and 
Major Gifts at the 
Kinkaid School, 
in Houston, where 
she coordinated 
several capital 
c a m p a i g n s . 
P r e v i o u s l y , 
she directed 
K i n k a i d ’ s 
annual fund 
and managed 

special events, including the school’s 
centennial celebration. She also served on 
the development committee at Houston 
Congregation for Reform Judaism. 
Originally from Long Island, New York, 
Pardee majored in art history at Princeton and 
earned her MBA in non-profit management 
from University of New Mexico’s Anderson 
School. 

ROSENKOFF CHOSEN FOR 
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE . Matthew 
Rosenkoff, a partner at Taylor English Duma, 
has been named to the Anti-Defamation 

League’s 2015-16 
Glass Leadership 
I n s t i t u t e . 
P a r t i c i p a n t s 
tackle pressing 
topics on the 
ADL’s agenda, 
such as combating 
a n t i - S e m i t i s m 
and hate group 
extremism; meet 
with top national 

government officials and policy makers; and 
take part in advocacy at Capitol Hill.   The 
Anti-Defamation League Leadership 
Institute, founded in 1988, is active in more 
than 24 regions nationwide and in Israel. 
Participants come from diverse professional 
backgrounds and are chosen based on their 
demonstrated leadership in the Jewish 
community and commitment to social 
justice.  

CONEXX SELECTS NEW LEADERSHIP. 
Conexx: America Israel Business Connector 
has selected its 2015-2016 officers and 
board members. Benjamin Fink is the new 

chairman; Tal 
Cohen, Jonathan 
Zucker, and 
Randall Foster 
are serving as 
vice chairmen. 
Jonathan Minnen 
is secretary, and 
Steve Horn is 
treasurer. Others 
selected for 
the Executive 
C o m m i t t e e 

include Dawn Ely, Morris Ellison, Todd 
Porter, Adam Feinberg, and Mark Spiegel. 
Guy Tessler will continue to serve as 
Conexx’s president. New Board members 
include Justin Daniels, Renée Rosenheck, 
Steven Rosen, Pamela Dubin, Robert 
Friedman, Orna Sharon, and Diane Weiner.

PIEDMONT NATIONAL’S FACELIFT. 
West Midtown’s Piedmont National 
Corporation is overhauling its corporate 
headquarters to give it a sleek, contemporary 
feel. Architect Warner Summers leads the 
renovation; the contractor is Humphries 
& Co. Piedmont’s founder Hugh Marx 
escaped Nazi Germany in 1938 with his 

family. Son Albert Marx and daughter 
Inge Marx Robbins have been active in the 
company. Albert is current CEO and Gary, 
his son, is president. Other family members 
include Jeffrey Marx, Justin Marx, Renae 
Marx Popkin, Carolyn Robbins Wallace, 
and Nathan Wallace. PNC was named the 
2012 Georgia Family Business of the Year 
(medium-sized) by Kennesaw University’s 
Cox Family Enterprise Center.

WATER TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE. 
A Southeast delegation recently attended the 
International Water Technology Conference, 
in Israel. The conference was opened by 
Shimon Peres, former Israeli president. 
Out of necessity, and supported by its 
entrepreneurial culture, Israel has become 
a globally unique water solutions hub. 
Representatives of utilities, academia, water 
companies, and economic development 
from North Carolina, Alabama, and Georgia 
visited Israel’s cutting-edge desalination 
plants, wastewater treatment facilities, Dead 
Sea Works, and the Israel Electric Company, 
in addition to attending the conference. 

CONEXX IN CHARLESTON. Despite 
severe flooding, Conexx had a very 
successful first-time Board of Directors 
meeting, in Charleston, South Carolina, 
October 1-2. The event began with a 
Thursday evening reception at restaurant 
492; the Friday morning meeting was 
hosted by the Charleston Metro Chamber 
of Commerce. With many board members 
from South Carolina, Georgia, North 
Carolina, and other states in attendance, 
member South Carolina Research Authority 
presented on current R&D agreements, and 
the Charleston Metro Chamber presented 
on recent activities as well. In addition, the 
South Carolina-Israel Collaboration debuted 
a new logo that will be included in all future 
marketing efforts.

EYE ON ART. Vue Eyewear, a local 
independent eyewear boutique, located 
in Powers Ferry Square, has begun a new 

“meet and greet” series, promoting local 
artists and their vision. The series premiered 
October 22, with Steve Steinman as guest. 
Dr. Steinman has exhibited his work 
throughout the world; he is locally known 
for designing the Buckhead Marta Station, 
as well as exhibiting at Cashin’s Sculpture 
Garden and Mason Fine Art. 

WELCOME BACK. Judaica Corner 
welcomes back Ruby Grossblatt and 
Esther Taratoot, who have been part of the 
Judaica Corner family for many years, and 
just in time to help customers shopping 
for Chanukah. Judaica Corner features 
gifts, menorahs, dreidels, books, wall art, 
mezuzahs, candles, candy, games, and more.

 BuSINESS BITS

Jennifer Pardee

Matthew Rosenkoff

Benjamin Fink
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EUROPEAN MACCABI GAMES. Nancy 
and I, along with our son, Michael, and 
his two children, Sophia and Zach, took 
our annual summer vacation at the Jersey 
Shore, joining my daughter, Cathy, son-in-
law, Marc, and grandchildren at their beach 
home. 
 It’s always an eventful and enjoyable 
family-oriented vacation with the Backal 
family and friends. This summer was extra 
special, though. During part of our visit, 
Marc was in Berlin, Germany, as a member 
of the U.S. delegation to the European 
Maccabi Games. Held 70 years after the 
closing of the last concentration camp, it 
was an event of historical significance, as 
you will read later in this story. There were 
more than 2,300 Jewish athletes, from 36 
countries, competing in 19 sports. The U.S. 
delegation—athletes, coaches, family, and 
friends—was 8,000 Jewish brethren strong. 
 Marc chaired women’s soccer team, 
composed of 16 women, ages 16-29, who 
won the gold metal. 

 He was also the chief doctor for the 
U.S. delegation. He had quite a lot of 
responsibility, going from early in the 
morning until late at night for the duration of 
the games. When he returned, he shared with 
us numerous pictures and vivid memories of 
the experience. I told Marc that, even though 
he isn’t a Jewish Georgian, he is married to 
one, and that this was too important a story 
to pass up and certainly one that every 
Jewish Georgian would want to read.
 I am taking the liberty of quoting from 
a number of Jewish and city newspapers 
from the South Jersey area, as well as 

correspondence and recollections from 
members of the U.S. delegation. Ron Carner, 
Maccabi U.S.A. president, wrote that the 
July 25th opening ceremony was another 
milestone in Jewish history, especially the 
Jewish history in Germany. It took place at 
the Berlin amphitheater that Hitler had built 
for the 1936 Olympics, from which Jews 
were banned. Against the backdrop of a 
stage dominated by a lighted Star of David, 
more than 2,300 Jewish athletes from 36 
countries marched into Berlin’s Olympic 
Park. 
 The President of Germany, Joachim 
Gauck, welcomed the participants with 
these words, “There is a piece of Jewish 
history in every corner of Berlin. Every 
corner reminds Germans of their shame.” 
 Kevin Callahan wrote in The Courier-
Post that the significance of the event was 
underlined by the presence of the descendants 
of Marty Glickman and Sam Stoller, Jewish 
American athletes who arrived in 1936 as 
part of the U.S.A. Olympic team. They 
were denied the right to compete. On July 
25, 2015, Ann Stoller delivered the torch 
to Nancy Glickman, who proudly lit the 
flame to begin the games, while wearing her 
father’s 1936 Olympic track shirt. It was a 
fitting and moving moment. 
 Marc was a volunteer team doctor at 
the Israel Maccabi Games two years ago. 
He said, “It was emotional being there, but 
more to be in Germany 70 years after the 

liberation of the concentration camps, being 
in the Olympic Stadium in Berlin, to have a 
100-foot Israeli flag hanging down, to hear 
Hatikvah, the national anthem played—that 
was amazing.” 
 Marc e-mailed his team, expressing his 
feelings and gave me permission to share 
excerpts with Jewish Georgian readers. “I 
certainly don’t remember every moment, 
but many stand out and will remain with me 
forever,” he wrote. “The ceremony at Track 
17 was the beginning of the emotional, 
powerful time we spent together. The 
various Holocaust memorials, the Jewish 

tour, the opening ceremony with about 
10,000 Jews in a stadium that was created 
by Hitler, and hearing Hatikvah and the 
president of Germany welcoming us back, 
and capping that event by allowing the 
daughter of Marty Glickman to light the 
torch really brought us back full circle. 
We were part of the largest Shabbat dinner 
in history. Some of you were able to visit 
the concentration camp, Sachsenhausen, 
another difficult experience, but necessary 
and powerful. It was a fitting and moving 
moment for us as a people. This is why this 
experience was a true dichotomy, in that it 
was extremely difficult mentally to actually 
be in Berlin, but at the same time, I have 
never felt such Jewish pride as we stood 
together throughout the games and events. 
It was certainly one incredible, historic, 
emotional rollercoaster ride that will tie us 
together forever.”

Sara Messinger, a member of the 
Women’s Soccer Team, and Marc 
Backal proudly representing the 
U.S.A. at the 2015 European Maccabi 
Games

 I’m glad that I could use “Schwartz 
on Sports” to tell this remarkable story and 
help us realize the opportunities sports can 
provide and the role they can play in our 
physical, emotional, and spiritual lives.

LABOR DAY SCRABBLE 
TOURNAMENT. Back in 2008, I attended 
the National Scrabble championship, in 
Orlando, Florida, and wrote about my 
experiences among 700 Scrabble enthusiasts 
from around the country. I am still playing 
and enjoying the game and thought I would 
revisit it in this column. 
 Some readers might ask, “Isn’t this a 

sports column? So what’s Scrabble doing 
in there?” I’d answer, if sports involve 
practice, dedication, skill, concentration, 
competition, and mental and physical 
endurance, then Scrabble qualifies as a 
sport. I attended the Alpharetta Labor Day 
Scrabble Tournament, September 7-9, along 
with two other Jewish Georgians, Dave 
Leifer and Joey Krafchick. 
 Joey was the tournament director and 
a player at the same time, not an easy feat. 
His Scrabble rating is over 2,000 points. 
(Any player rated over 1,600 is considered 
an expert.) Joey’s rating puts him in the 
top 20 tournament Scrabble players in the 
country. That’s pretty lofty company. He’s 
now a college student, but I remember when 
he started playing at the Scrabble club when 
he was 11 or 12; that might have been the 
last time I beat him. Dave Leifer is also an 
expert-rated player, with a 1,688 rating. I’ve 
played him weekly at the Adult Recreation 
Center, and he serves up three or four plates 
of humble pie.
 I’ve been playing in tournaments since 
1998 and hope one day to hit the 1,300 
rating, but I have a long way to go and a lot 
of studying to do. The good news was that I 
finished second in my division in the Labor 
Day Tournament and now have to study the 
5,000 new 2-8-letter words that were added 
to the Scrabble dictionary in March. 
 Scrabble still remains one of the most 
popular board games in America and one 
that is played by people of all ages, races, 
religions, and economic and educational 
levels. It’s truly a game for all America. 
And, as they say, when the game starts, “It’s 
your word against mine.”

Jewish Georgians at Labor Day 
Scrabble Tournament: (from left) 
Dave Leifer, Joey Krafchick, and 
Jerry Schwartz

 I hope you’ve enjoyed the column. 
Until next time, drive for the bucket and 
score.

Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

Women’s Gold Medal Soccer Team at the 2015 European Maccabi Games
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Put some overtime
toward yourself.
Don’t let the 9-to-5 grind you down.
With regular massage treatments, 
you’ll find the energy to climb even
higher on the corporate ladder.

Introductory 1-hour massage

with free aromatherapy
 $4999

Introductory 1-hour essential custom facial

with free aromatherapy 
 $5999

NORTH DRUID HILLS
2484 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 35 

Atlanta Ga 30329
678 932 8204

 Monday – Friday 9 AM to 9 PM
Saturday – 9 AM to 7 PM
Sunday –10 AM to 6 PM
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© 2015 Georgia Power. All rights reserved. Certain restrictions apply. Must be a Georgia Power customer. Valid through December 2015. Rebate 
eligibility varies based on improvements made and energy reduction achieved. Rebate request must be submitted with receipt within 60 days of 
purchase or installation of qualifying improvements. Full details available online.

Do you know how much energy your home is wasting?
The average home has enough air leaks to create an opening over 3 feet wide. So schedule 

a Whole House Energy Assessment, performed by a program participating contractor, to 

find out where your home is losing energy. Complete a home energy assessment and you’ll 

get up to a $225 rebate. And if you make the home energy improvements, you could get up 

to $2,350 in rebates. Learn more at georgiapower.com/wholehouse or call 1-800-310-5607.

Small energy leaks  
can really add up.
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 ,.

2$1
With Card

Elite 
Chocolate 

Coins
53 oz

399
With Card

Kroger  
Jumbo Russet 
Potatoes
8 lb Bag299

With Card

Manischewitz 
Potato Pancake 
Mix 2$5

With Card

Kroger 
Applesauce 399

With Card

Golden Potato 
Pancakes
8 ct 499

With Card

Golden 
Blintzes 
Select Varieties,
13 oz

249
With Card

Sweet 
Potatoes2$4

With Card

Gabila’s 
4 Potato 
Knishes
18 oz 1199

With Card

Bartenura 
Wine 
750 ml

With Card

Kedem 
Juice
Select Varieties,
64 oz

 Copyright ©2015 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors.

for for

Kroger Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil 
17 oz for

Items and prices valid
November 18 through

December 15, 2015.

With Card

Manischewitz 
Chanukah 
Candles
44 ct

2$3
With Card

for

24 oz

Manischewitz 
Noodles
Select Varieties, 
12 oz 549

With Card

699 69¢lb

Select Varieties,
6 oz

Price and items good at your 2205 Lavista Rd, Atlanta, GA; 2090 Dunwoody Club Dr, Atlanta, GA; 4880 Lower Roswell Rd, Marietta, GA; 4920 Roswell Rd, Atlanta, GA and 227 Sandy Springs Pl,Sandy Springs, GA Kroger stores.
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

See KOSHER FESTIVAL, page 38

By Brian Katzowitz

 On Thursday, September 3, Vice President Joe Biden 
visited the Ahavath Achim Synagogue in Atlanta, as the featured 
speaker of the Fran Eizenstat and Eizenstat Family Annual 
Lecture.
 For three decades, towering political and economic figures, 
such as Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Shimon Peres, and Al Gore, 
have delivered impassioned speeches on international affairs at 
the Eizenstat Lecture. This year’s event, though, was particularly 
timely, as it occurred during a crucial juncture for both Israeli-
U.S. relations and the future political aspirations of its speaker. 
 Entitled “Challenges Facing the U.S. and the World in the 
21st Century,” Biden’s lecture covered a broad range of topics, 
from containing ISIS to America’s immigration policy.  
 The most engaging point of the evening, however, came at 
the culmination of the hour-long speech, when Biden delivered 
a vigilant defense of the Iran nuclear deal—a deal that is highly 
polarizing in the Jewish community and has been widely 
criticized for being too soft. 
 Biden, though, maintained that, despite its critics, the deal 
includes tight restrictions on Iran’s uranium enrichment and 
will effectively prevent the country from developing a nuclear 

Joe Biden delivers at 
the Annual Eizenstat 
Memorial Lecture

Vice President Joe Biden

Kosher Food & Wine Festival marks 
30 years of Chabad of Georgia

The New family: (from left) Rickelle and Rabbi Yael New, Rabbi Yossi and Dassie New, 
Chaya Mentz, and Musha and Rabbi Isser New (photos: Morét)

See JOE BIDEN, page 26

By Suzi Brozman

Fruitfly Rabbi
By Chana Shapiro and Meta Miller
Paperback, 315 pp.

 It’s not often one has the pleasure of 
reviewing a book written by friends, especially 
one that is eminently readable, enjoyable, and 
compelling. 
 This book is like a season of “Mad Men” or 
“Game of Thrones”—riveting, with no drop dead- 
end, and without the perversions and pettiness 
of most TV dramas. You’re left wanting more, 
and authors Chana Shapiro and Meta Miller have 

See FRUITFLY, page 26

Book Review: from 
science to clergy, 
with a big dose of 
intrigue
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weapon. 
 “This deal is only about one thing—
the ability to verify without anyone able 
to interfere with our ability to verify and 
re-impose sanctions,” he explained. “And 
if we walk away from the deal, as some 
of our critics propose, we’d gain none of 
the benefits.”
 During a question and answer 
session following his scripted remarks, 
Biden finally addressed the question that 

Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat 
introduces Vice President Joe 
Biden

Biden speaks to full house at Ahavath Achim

Meta Miller and Chana Shapiro 
(photo: Switchworks)

graciously left themselves the opening for 
providing it in their next book—which, 
as I understand is already in the planning 
stages.
 Ironically, as I started reading Fruitfly 
Rabbi, a friend delivered a box of South 
Carolina peaches, complete with swarms 
of fruit flies. I do not recommend this as 
a way of reading. I’d rather swallow the 
plot than a mouthful of buzzing insects! 
Better find yourself a quiet corner, pour 
a big glass of lemonade, and settle in for 
a few hours of fanciful fun. In fact, my 
only major complaint with the book is 
that it could use a character list—it’s too 
complicated to keep all the names straight, 
though the characters come alive even 
without remembering who’s doing what 
and to whom.
 This is the story of young Josh Stein, 
who made his way from science to clergy 
and from a fairly secular life to one of 

Orthodox observance. Both authors 
are from religious families, and their 
descriptions ring true. In fact, although 
this is a completely fictitious work, I found 
myself trying to match the characters 
with possible real life counterparts in the 
Toco Hill community. It’s just as well I 
couldn’t—the descriptions of characters 
are sketched with a knife-sharp deft hand, 
lively and realistic, sparing nothing.
 The story, in a nutshell, is this: Josh 
accepts a job at a very dysfunctional shul 
headed by a famous, egotistical rabbi, 
who happens to be a control freak. In 
dealing with the shul’s cast of characters, 
he finds friendship, love (maybe), plenty 
of backstabbing, and peace about an old 
relationship. 
 But most of all, he finds that he has the 
good sense and stamina to assert himself, 
make decisions, and emerge triumphant 
and successful. He helps save the day 
when the big-shot rabbi gets into money 
trouble. He saves the spirit of an orphaned 
teen. And he learns to keep getting along 
with his overbearing mother. 
 I’m not going to tell you any more—
you’ll have to read this delightful book 
for yourself. You won’t be disappointed. 
The writing is crisp and clear, the humor 
fine-tuned and appropriate. This is a book 
anyone could give to one’s mother to read 
without embarrassment, which these days 
is saying a lot. As for me, I’m eagerly 
waiting the next volume and hoping it 
maintains the qualities that make Fruitfly 
Rabbi so charming.
 Fruitfly Rabbi is available at Amazon.
com, and locally at Tall Tales Book Store, 
Judaica Corner, And Thou Shalt Read, and 
Modern Tribe.

Joe Biden
From page 25

has been bubbling up in political circles 
for months—whether he is considering a 
presidential nomination. 
 Even though he was jokingly 
introduced by Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat 
as the 45th president of the United States, 
Biden expressed uncertainty and hardly 
more than lukewarm interest in the job.

 “I have to be honest to you and 
everyone who comes to me, that I can’t 
look you straight in the eye and say, ‘Now I 
know I can do it.’”
 His remarks displayed a rare bit 
of candor and offset the tone of his 
speech, which oftentimes felt like he was 
workshopping various campaign platforms. 

 Despite the opening there appears 
to be for a strong Democratic candidate, 
Biden’s hesitancy is understandable. 
Given the personal tragedies he’s recently 
endured, the prospect of committing to a 
year of ceaseless campaigning, followed 
by a potential presidential term, must be an 
intimidating venture. 

Biden delivers his lecture

Fruitfly
From page 25

 On Sunday, November 8, Congregation 
Or Hadash, in Sandy Springs, joined with 
faith-based communities throughout the 
U.S., to celebrate “Conversation Sabbath” 
weekend. Congregation Or Hadash was the 
first Jewish congregation in metro Atlanta 
to sign up to participate in this inaugural 
national event.
 The congregation held a free seminar, 
“Estate Planning for the Heart: The 
Importance of Sharing our End of Life 
Wishes.” During this event, attendees 
learned from Rabbis Analia Bortz and 
Mario Karpuj; physicians Dr. Frank 
Berenson, Dr. Rachel Schultz, and Dr. 
Stephen Szabo; and Ronnie Genser, a baby 
boomer widow, about the importance of 
having “The Conversation.”
 Many of us may not realize that 
how we die is part of our legacy to our 
loved ones and our communities. Most 
Americans express the hope that, as they 
near the end of their lives, they will not 
be a burden for their families and friends. 

Yet, if we avoid having values-centered 
conversations about our hopes and wishes 
for our end-of-life care, we may be leaving 
family members burdened with decisions 
they should not have to make without our 
input or with the fear of making a “wrong” 
decision. This omission may also result 
in strife at the bedside and cause lasting 
damage in the relationships with the 
people we love the most. 
 Research performed by 
The Conversation Project 
(theconversationproject.org) reveals that 
90% of people think it is important to 
talk with our loved ones about our own 
wishes for end-of-life care. Yet only 27% 
have actually done so. Some people think 
it’s always too soon to have these crucial 
conversations, but it often ends up being 
too late. In response to these statistics, 
The Conversation Project has launched a 
public engagement campaign dedicated to 
helping people talk about their wishes for 
end-of-life care.

Congregation Or Hadash celebrates 
Conversation Sabbath weekend 

Dr. Frank 
Berenson

Dr. Rachel 
Schultz

Dr. Stephen 
Szabo

Ronnie Genser
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HADASSAH ATLANTA CELEBRATES A 
CENTURY OF SUCCESS. Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah kicked off Hadassah Atlanta’s 
yearlong centennial series of events 
and celebration, with the opening of the 
Hadassah Centennial Exhibit and program, 
on Sunday, November 1, at The William 
Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. Honored 
guest Marcie Natan, National Hadassah 
president, joined the festivities. 
 “We’re thrilled that this wonderful 
exhibit was the kickoff leading up to our 
Centennial in 2016, said Phyllis Cohen, 
Centennial chair. “We welcome every 
member of our community to come and 
celebrate with us throughout the year at 
upcoming events, culminating with a gala 
anniversary evening next year on October 
30.”
 The exhibit, on display until March 
6, 2016, includes artifacts of Hadassah 
Atlanta’s 100-year history, featuring the 
original minutes book from 1915, other 
memorabilia, and hundreds of photographs. 
It showcases Hadassah Atlanta’s 100 
years of community involvement, which 
continues to empower women through 
education, advocacy, personal fulfillment, 
and camaraderie. Founded on November 
2, 1916, with just 18 charter members, 
Hadassah Atlanta now boasts more than 
3,600 members and associates. 
 “Hadassah is truly a one-of-a-kind 
organization that allows women of all 
backgrounds to contribute through their 
individual skills and abilities, while 
providing leadership development, which 
can be used in their personal and business 
lives,” said Paula Zucker, Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah president. “This has spoken to 
the women of Atlanta for a century and 
continues to inspire our members.” For more 
information about Hadassah in Atlanta, 
please visit www.hadassah.org/Atlanta.

Toby Parker, Southeastern Region 
president; (from left) Judith Varnai 
Shorer, Israeli consul general; Phyllis 
M. Cohen, Centennial chair; Paula 
Zucker, Greater Atlanta Hadassah 
President; Marcie Natan, Hadassah 
National president; Ruthanne 
Warnick, exhibition chair; Aaron 
Berger, Breman executive director, 
and Dale Brubaker, exhibition display 
designer

Toby Parker, Ruthanne Warnick, 
Phyllis M. Cohen, Marcie Natan, 
and Paula Zucker gather around the 
1916 minutes of the newly founded 
Hadassah Atlanta Chapter.

Marcie Natan, Hadassah National 
president, gave a rousing speech. 
She emphasized that the Hadassah 
Medical Organization (HMO) in Israel 
treats everyone equally, regardless 
of nationality, race, or creed, whether 
they be victim or perpetrator. She 
said that the best way to support 
Israel in these trying times is to visit 
there. She also lauded Hadassah’s 
programs here in the U.S.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING FORUM. 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah hosted a Human 
Trafficking Forum, at Congregation B’nai 
Torah, on October 7. Attendees heard expert 
panelists from the Dekalb County District 
Attorney’s office, Covenant House, and the 
Interfaith Children’s Movement and learned 
about Human Trafficking in Atlanta and 
beyond. 
 According to information provided by 
the Interfaith Children’s Movement, Atlanta 
was identified by the FBI as a hub for the 
prostitution of children. The panelists 
emphasized that this is a problem that is 
not isolated to any one group or locale, 
but affects all demographics. However, 
information provided by forums such as this 
and activism can foster change. 
 Participants were encouraged to vote 
“Yes” in November for SR 7, which called 
for a constitutional amendment to be voted 
on to provide for the needs of sexually 
exploited children.

Human Trafficking Forum 
participants: (from left) panelists 
Dalia Racine (attorney, Dekalb 
County District Attorney’s Office), 
Lorie Davidson (Covenant House), 
and Pamela Perkins Carn (Interfaith 
Children’s Movement); and 
moderator Paula Zucker (Greater 
Atlanta Hadassah president). Not 
shown: Marni Hoffman, program 
chair

VISITING THE BREMAN. On September 
3, the Metulla Group of Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah visited the William Breman 
Jewish Heritage Museum. A member 
of the museum staff personally led the 
group through the exhibits. The program 
concluded with a kosher lunch.

ACCESSORIES EXCHANGE PARTY. On 
August 19, twenty women attended the first 
Mt. Scopus Hadassah Accessories Exchange 
pizza and pool party. Everyone was able to 
find some nice accessories to take home. 
Even though it rained, all enjoyed the pizza 
and camaraderie. The money raised will 
support the groundbreaking medical care 
and research at Hadassah Hospitals in Israel. 

Jennifer Yaffe (from left), Diane 
Braun, Malka Shulman, Marilyn 
Perling, Ruth Goldstein, and Barbara 
Fisher

 Hadassah News Bargainata 
Thrift Boutique 
opening in 
Sandy Springs
 The Atlanta Section of the National 
Council of Jewish Women will celebrate 
the Grand Opening of Bargainata Thrift 
Boutique, Friday, November 20, 10:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m. The boutique is located 
at 6600 Roswell Road, Suite D, in 
Sandy Springs. Bargainata Thrift 
Boutique will be open for business on 
Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 
p.m. The boutique will carry women’s 
clothing only, combining highly 
discounted items with high-end designer 
items, all at a very low cost, as well as 
women’s shoes, accessories, handbags, 
and jewelry. Cash and credit cards are 
accepted; checks are not.
 For more than 45 years, Bargainata 
has been serving the community with 
new or gently worn women’s designer 
clothing, shoes, purses, accessories, and 
housewares. The items are donated by 
members, as well as the community.
 Proceeds from Bargainata Thrift 
Boutique benefit the Atlanta Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy in seven Metro 
Atlanta Title l schools and other 
community service projects. NCJW has 
been working since 1895 to improve 
the lives of Atlanta’s women, children, 
and families. NCJW is a founder of the 
Genesis Shelter for homeless mothers 
and newborns, started the first assisted 
living facility in Atlanta, and supports 
Agape Community Center. NCJW 
sponsors pop-up Mother’s Day stores 
at several Title l elementary schools, 
providing gifts for more than 2,500 
children to present to their mothers. 
In 2015, NCJW Atlanta began a back-
to-school supply program, identifying 
the 100 neediest students at Hightower 
Elementary and giving them backpacks 
filled with a year’s worth of school 
supplies. NCJW is a 501(c)3 charity.
 For inquiries please call 404-843-
9600 or email ncjw@ncjwatlanta.org.
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 The little town of Breckenridge, 
Texas, has a colorful history dating back 
to 1878, when the first homestead plot was 
purchased. It was located near rivers such as 
the Brazos. In the 1920s, Breckenridge was 
the site of one of the biggest oil strikes in 
the state. The oil fields yielded 15% of the 
nation’s oil production during those boom 
years, and the town’s population increased 
tenfold. There was an influx of people from 
all walks of life including doctors, lawyers, 
shopkeepers, and hundreds of oil-field 
workers determined to strike it rich.
 Breckenridge exploded overnight and 
the small town was hard-pressed to meet 
the demands of a surging population. There 
were no paved streets or sidewalks, and 
most of the people were living in tents.
 One of the first buildings erected was 
the Stephens County Courthouse, a marble 
building marking Breckenridge as the 
county seat. From the top of the five-story 
building, you could see 1,000 oil wells in all 
directions.
 It was difficult to keep the few buildings 
of the town intact, because many were torn 
down to make room for oil wells that were 
drilled all over the town. My family’s home 
was built after the boom, on a site where 
there had once been a producing oil well. In 
later years, when my parents sold the home 
to build a larger one on the outskirts of the 
city, they retained the mineral rights. A 
special slant well was dug under the house, 
and new oil flow resulted.
 It was in this environment that my 
brother, sister, and I were born. My brother 
and I were from our mother’s first marriage; 
my sister was the offspring of the second 
one. My father died after the oil boom 
played out, but my mother continued to 
operate the dry-goods store that he founded.
 We were educated in the local school 
system and obtained excellent educations 
that enabled us to finish college, with some 
graduate degrees. I left my hometown in 
1943, after graduating from Breckenridge 
High School, and was selected for a Navy 
College Program that had the potential of 
graduating naval officers. Our town had 
many of its finest young men and women in 
all branches of the military, serving during 
World War II.
 I graduated from Georgia Tech and 
settled in Atlanta, where I met my wife. 
My brother and his family moved from 
Breckenridge to Plano, Texas. My sister 
settled in Morgantown, West Virginia, with 
her family and became a teacher.
 Over the years, I attended some school 
reunions in Breckenridge and reunited with 
student friends. This recent reunion was 
rather special, because it was my 72nd, and 

I was somewhat amazed to see how the little 
town had rebuilt itself. 
 The downtown business district was 
practically eradicated years ago, when 
Walmart came to town and captured most of 
the retail trade. Now the downtown district 
is home to many businesses in new and 
restored buildings. 

Lifelike mannequin dressed in 
beautiful gowns at the Breckenridge 
Women’s Art Center

 The junior high and high school 
buildings, as well as the auditorium, athletic 
complex, and stadium, stand as a modern 
tribute to the city’s determination to have 
educational facilities not usually found 
in small towns. I knew that the town’s tax 
digest couldn’t have provided the money 
required to build this school complex. 
Where did the money come from? It came 
from the discovery of oil on the school’s 
property. Two oil wells are still producing 
oil today and keeping the schools financially 
solvent. 
 The history of Breckenridge is depicted 
in large murals on the sides of downtown 
buildings, earning the city the title of the 
Mural Capital of Texas. 
 The homecoming festivities featured 
class luncheons and dinners, a Friday night 
Texas high-school football game, and a 
dinner dance at the local country club. It 
was also special for me because my brother 
and sister attended. We hadn’t been together 
for the past 10 years.
 Another thing that made this reunion 
memorable was the warm appreciation of 
the Jews of Breckenridge and the many 
contributions they made to its welfare. 
There were only a handful of Jews at the 
homecoming, but we were asked questions 
about Judaism, and several people related 
stories about what the Jewish citizens had 
done for them.
 One man told me that he was in the 
trucking business, hauling livestock and 
supplies, but his business had fallen off 

School reunion reunites family
BY Leon
    Socol

The Socol brothers, Leon and Marvin, pose with sister Gwen Rosenbluth at 
the school reunion.

Mural of 
Breckenridge’s 
main street in 
1927. Note the 
influx of Model 
T Ford cars.

Mural on the 
side of the 

Breckenridge 
Welcome 

Center 
proclaiming 

the city as 
the “Mural 
Capital of 

Texas.”

and he was facing bankruptcy. He asked 
a Jewish man in our town for help, and he 
directed him to a person who hired him and 
gave him work for an entire year. He said 
he knew why the Jews were God’s chosen 

people.
 All in all, it was a most satisfying 
reunion. We even had some precious rainfall 
while I was there, and, believe me, that 
counts for a lot in West Texas.
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AN ENDURING FRIENDSHIP. Maital 
Kaminer was five years old when she met 
her big pal (or, rather, PAL), Sandi Schein. 
That was 14 years ago. Today, Maital is a 
sophomore at the University of Georgia. 
While Maital and Sandi no longer live 
near each other, they are as close as ever—
all thanks to Jewish Family & Career 
Services’ PAL program. Part of the Child 
& Adolescent Services–Tools for Families 
division, PAL is Atlanta’s only Jewish big 
brother/big sister program. It helps support 
families by offering one-on-one mentor 
relationships for children who could use 
some extra time with a trusted adult.
 The only child of a single mom, 
Maital grew up in Dunwoody and 
attended Greenfield Hebrew Academy and 
Riverwood High School. 
 “I never knew my dad. It was just my 
mom and me,” said Maital. “She thought it 
would be great to have another role model in 
my life.”
 Maital and Sandi did not imagine then 
how enduring their relationship would be. 
When Maital aged out of the program and 
went off to college last year, it marked the 
formal end of the longest-standing PAL 
union. But their relationship remains strong, 
and Sandi has become a part of both Maital’s 
and mom Anna’s lives.
 “Knowing there’s someone there for 
you outside your family, who becomes 
not just your friend but like a big sister, is 
priceless,” said Maital. “Sandi is someone I 
can go to who will always be there. I know 
my mom considers her a friend.”
 With no relatives nearby, Anna felt early 
on that Maital would benefit from having 
exposure to other adults. Her involvement 
in the Jewish community led her to JF&CS. 
Maital recalled the first time she met Sandi. 
“She came over and for an hour or so talked 
to my mom. Then we went to the park and 
just walked around and talked. I was a little 
confused as to why this woman was hanging 
out with me.” 
 In the beginning, they would go to the 
park or hang out in Dunwoody or Decatur, 
where Sandi lives. At first, Maital saw Sandi 
just as a friend, but over time she came to 
see her as a big sister. “Since I was so little, I 
didn’t see the age gap as anything more than 
numbers. Now I see her as more of a peer. 
We can relate on more levels than just little 
sister and big sister.”
 Likewise, Sandi thinks of the Kaminers 
as her family. Sandi participated in Maital’s 
bat mitzvah, and Maital was Sandi’s maid of 
honor at her wedding.
 “The relationship we have cultivated is 
priceless and precious. I don’t have family 
here either, so Maital has been my anchor,” 
said Sandi, the director of Counseling and 
Career Services at Emory University’s 
Oxford College. “I’m with them for 
holidays. It’s been very meaningful to be 
part of the life of a young person. Just seeing 
Maital grow, she’s taught me so much. I 
think we both have benefitted and grown 

from this relationship.” 
 As an added bonus, over the years, 
Sandi has become good friends with Anna. 
 “After I met Sandi and we talked for 
a while, I felt pretty comfortable that she 
wasn’t going to run away with Maital,” Anna 
recalled. “I thought, this is my child and 
I’m giving her another adult to bond with. 
You can never have enough people caring 
about you, so I was fine with it. They really 
connected. Maital was enjoying herself. It 
was somebody else to pay attention to her.”
 As with any relationship, Maital and 
Sandi have had their ups and downs. “No 
relationship is perfect, but you can work 
through it and move on,” said Maital. 
 “With a loving commitment, you just 
stay your course,” added Sandi. “You build 
a trust that only happens over time.”
 Each credits the other for helping her 
grow personally. Maital learned to develop 
communication skills and confidence from 
Sandi, who she described as “passionate, 
hardworking, and creative.” 
 “She taught me how to maintain a 
relationship, to be accepting, to experience 
everything, and always to make sure you’re 
happy.” 
 Maital taught Sandi a few things, 
too. “To be forgiving, patient, true to 
myself, accepting,” she said, calling 
Maital “generous, loving, resilient, and 
determined.”
 Now that Maital is in college, the two 
don’t get to see each other as often, but they 
e-mail and call. And when Maital is home 
for the holidays, Sandi is there. 
 “It was hard to say goodbye to someone 
who was in my life for so long,” said Maital. 
“Thankfully, though, we have the type of 
relationship where we might not talk for a 
while, but when we do, it’s like nothing has 
changed.”
 So now that they have “graduated” out 
of PAL and can look back, was it everything 
they hoped it would be? No hesitation.
 “It exceeded my expectations,” said 
Anna. 
 “Especially when you’re a big pal, you 
get so much more out of it than you put in,” 
said Sandi.
 “PAL gave me so much more than I 
ever expected,” said Maital, adding that one 
day she would like to be a big PAL. “It has 
been such a great part of my life. I really 
would like to give back.”

 Help PAL celebrate its 30th anniversary 
on Sunday, February 28, 2016, at 
Congregation B’nai Torah. The event will 
honor Ellen Moore and Kaethe Solomon, 
for starting the program, and all past 
coordinators. For more information, visit 
ytfl.org/PALcelebration. 

Sandi Schein and Maital Kaminer, at 
Maital’s high school graduation

HAVINAGALA ON PONCE. It began as a 
small gathering at California Pizza Kitchen, 
in 1990. This year, Havinagala will move to 
the trendy Ponce City Market. The annual 
JF&CS event, benefitting PAL, Atlanta’s 
only Jewish Big Brother/Big Sister program, 
takes place January 23, 2016, 8:00-11:00 
p.m., and will include drinks, desserts, and 
a silent auction.
 Havinagala will be hosted by VIA: 
Volunteers in Action, JF&CS’ young 
Jewish professionals volunteer corps. VIA’s 
mission is to engage, unite, and inspire this 
generation through community service. 
Event co-chairs are David Friedman, Tamar 
Ruttenberg, and Jessica Wronker.
 “We have found that this is the first 
introduction of our agency to this age 
group,” said Susan Metz, special events 
coordinator at JF&CS. “Many have grown 
to become leaders in the agency.” 
 Last year’s event, which had close to 
400 attendees, raised $41,213 for the PAL 
program. 
 “The PAL program has been in the 
heart of the Atlanta Jewish community for 
30 years, creating hundreds of matches and 
friendships between adults and children in 
need of support, said Carly Sonenshine, 
PAL Program manager and clinician. 
“Havinagala has always been its annual 
fundraising event, raising one third of the 
program’s operating budget. Big PALs are 
typically in their 20s and 30s when they 
enter into the program and become mentors. 
To have this age group attend the event, 
learn about PAL, and raise money to help 
make these life-changing relationships 
is very significant. It is also a fabulous 
opportunity to celebrate with other young 
adults, knowing you are there for not only a 
great party but also a great cause.” 
 To buy tickets, visit havinagala.org.

PART-TIME DRIVER, FULL-TIME 

GREAT GUY. It wasn’t your average date. 
Calvin Matthews, a driver for JF&CS’ 
Alterman/JETS Transportation program, 
got a request in September from Helen 
Weingarten, a Holocaust survivor and client 
of JF&CS’ Aviv Older Adult Services–Tools 
for Aging division. Weingarten needed a 
ride to a special event at the St. Regis Hotel. 
Always happy to comply, Matthews called 
her the night before to arrange the time for 
pickup. She suggested, in a teasing way, that 
he could be her date for the event.
 The next evening, when Weingarten 
opened the door for Matthews, he was all 
dressed up. Delighted, she insisted he come 
to the party with her and stay by her side the 
entire night.
 “Calvin is good at putting himself in 
his clients’ shoes and understanding them 
and what they need,” said Jean Milkey, 
transportation coordinator for Alterman/
JETS. “He welcomes all opportunities to 
serve and to make friends with colleagues 
and clients. I feel blessed to have him on my 
team!”
 Calvin has been a part-time driver with 
JF&CS since the beginning of 2015. He is 
a former fireman and served as captain of 
the fire and medical unit of Fire station No. 
16, in Atlanta. He also served as the fire and 
safety marshal at the Georgia Tech library.
 In addition to driving, Calvin works 
with JF&CS’ Tools for Independence (TFI) 
Day Program staff when needed. He worked 
every day with TFI on the Peachtree Road 
Race T-shirts during June, said Anna Maki, 
program coordinator for TFI. “Yesterday, he 
told me he sincerely feels blessed having the 
opportunity to work with our clients, as he 
really enjoys getting to know them.”

Alterman/JETS driver Calvin 
Matthews dressed up to take Helen 
Weingarten to a special event.

TEACHING OUR CHILDREN TO GIVE 
BACK. If you are a community-minded 
parent looking for ways your children can 
give back, you might have noticed a scarcity 
of such activities, especially if your children 
are under the age of 12. You also wouldn’t 
be alone in your quest. JF&CS has received 
a lot of inquiries from parents of youngsters 
over the past few years. And now, it has the 
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Sandi Schein and a very young Maital 
Kaminer
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answer: FITS. 
 FITS, or Families Inspired to Serve, 
aims to get kids excited about giving back 
to their community and inspire families to 
volunteer together, while learning about 
how they can make a difference. 
 “We have a unique opportunity to provide 
hands-on community service projects and 
education for families surrounding our 
services,” said Denise Deitchman, manager 
of volunteer development for JF&CS.
 Since FITS began in February 2015, a 
core group of volunteers has helped market 
the program to their peers and kick off initial 
programming, said Deitchman. In the past 
12 months, a variety of monthly programs 
have been developed to appeal to kids as 
young as five up to about 10 years old. 
 “Ultimately, we plan to offer periodic 
programming for kids through their teenage 
years,” she said.
 Nearly 90 kids and 80 adults have 
participated in the programs, which usually 
last one to two hours—a commitment 
level many busy families find appealing. 
Activities include sorting toiletries, school 
supplies, and first-aid kit provisions; 
delivering Passover food; learning about 
JF&CS’ Kosher Food Pantry, and more. 
Each has made a strong impact, said Jaime 
Wender, one of the volunteers who founded 
FITS. “It’s been months since we joined 
other families to shop together on a budget 
and then stock our purchases at the Kosher 
Food Pantry, but my children still talk about 
it often.
  “Most of the programs have been full, 
with a waiting list,” she added. “It’s a good 
problem to have! We’re touched by the 
positive feedback we get from parents as 
they share their passion for helping others—
in fun, tangible, and meaningful ways—
with their children.”
 To learn more about family-friendly 
volunteer opportunities, visit ytfl.org/fits.

JF&CS FITS volunteers pack 
backpacks of school supplies for 
Atlanta families in need.

 February 2016 will bring JF&CS’ 
signature family event: Artscape, a day 
of hands-on activities based around the 
visual and performing arts, for children 
ages 18 months to 10 years. The event, 
which benefits JF&CS’ Counseling 
Services–Tools for Life, will include 
a zip line, acting class, art projects, 
music, sports, and other activities for 
kids. Parents will be able to learn about 
the services JF&CS offers and the 
volunteer opportunities available. 
 “Artscape has been great for 
introducing children to the concept of 

volunteer work at an early age,” said 
Marla Zafft, a volunteer who helped 
launch FITS. “Kids are responsible for 
real-world jobs like stuffing swag bags, 
greeting families, and helping with the 
concession stand. The venue is so much 
fun that my family looks forward to the 
event all year.”
 Now in its third year, Artscape attracts 
about 150 families. But Sensations 
Therafun has room for a lot more. 
Mark your calendar for February 21, 
2016, and spread the word. For more 
information, visit ytfl.org/artscape. 

HAMSA HELPS HEAL ADDICTION. 
In 2014, close to 38 percent of teens had 
consumed alcohol by the time they reached 
12th grade, according to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. More than 35 
percent had smoked pot, and nearly 30 
percent had abused prescription drugs. 
The majority of kids experiment with them 
between the ages of 16 and 20, but national 
surveys indicate children as young as 12 are 
abusing drugs. 
 Here’s something scarier: One in 20 
9th- through 12th-graders has abused heroin. 
According to HeroinKills.org, deaths from 
that drug are up three-fold since 2013.
 Statistics show the earlier drug or 
alcohol use starts—even if it’s just a 
taste—the greater the risk of developing an 
addiction. That’s why HAMSA (Helping 
Atlantans Manage Substance Abuse), a 
program of JF&CS’ Counseling Services-
Tools for Life, emphasizes early prevention 
education. 
 “Early intervention is critical,” says 
Eric Miller, HAMSA’s program coordinator. 
“If you push off the first use until you’re 21, 
your chances of becoming addicted fall by 
about 75 percent.” 
 If you think you never have to worry 
about your “nice Jewish kid,” you might 
want to think again. Rachel Rabinowitz 
starting drinking and smoking pot at 14; at 
18 she was into other drugs.
 “I was this 18-year-old Jewish girl 
from Sandy Springs,” says Rachel. “I had 
everything in the world I wanted, and I 
threw it all away to get the drugs I needed.”
 Now 25 and seven years sober, 
Rachel is a licensed master social worker 
who counsels adolescents struggling with 
addiction and their families, and she works 
with HAMSA’s prevention programs for 
kids and parents at schools and synagogues 
throughout the metro area. She has some 
advice:
 “If we are able to get through to kids and 
get them to turn to their parents for support, 
it’s important not to get mad or punish them. 
Parents need to work with their kids and not 
against them.” 
 If you would like to see this program in 
your school or synagogue, contact hamsa@
jfcs-atlanta.org. 

Drug abuse: what to look for

 Drug abusers often try to conceal 
their symptoms and downplay their 

problem. This can be especially true 
for teenagers. If you’re worried your 
child—or any family member—might 
be abusing drugs, look for the warning 
signs.
Behavioral signs of drug abuse:
• Drop in attendance and performance 
at school or work
• Unexplained need for money or 
financial problems; may borrow or steal 
to get it.
• Engaging in secretive or suspicious 
behaviors
• Sudden change in friends, favorite 
hangouts, and hobbies
• Frequently getting into trouble (fights, 
accidents, illegal activities)
Psychological warning signs of drug 
abuse:
• Unexplained change in personality or 
attitude
• Sudden mood swings, irritability or 
angry outbursts
• Periods of unusual hyperactivity, 
agitation, or giddiness
• Lack of motivation; appears lethargic 
or “spaced out”
• Appears fearful, anxious, or paranoid 
with no reason
[Source: http://www.helpguide.org/
articles/addiction/drug-abuse-and-
addiction.htm]

PARTNERSHIP HELPS FOOD PANTRY. 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of 
Operation Isaiah—one of the longest-
running food drives in Atlanta, benefitting 
the Atlanta Community Food Bank. Since 
its inception, Operation Isaiah has donated 
820,335 pounds of food to the Food Bank.
 Thanks to a new partnership with the 
Food Bank, JF&CS has a new resource for 
its Kosher Food Pantry. On October 5, more 
than 40 volunteers from the JF&CS staff 
joined forces with members from partner 
synagogues and participants of the Teen 
Community Service program of the Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta, to 

sort through the Food Bank’s donations 
from Operation Isaiah and collect kosher 
items. The group packed 7,104 pounds of 
food to bring back to the KFP.
 “This will have a tremendous impact 
on the clients we serve,” said Rick Aranson, 
CEO of JF&CS. “Usually in the fall, our 
shelves are bare, due to the community 
supporting Operation Isaiah. Now, not only 
will our Kosher Pantry be overflowing, but 
we will have resources to help our clients 
in so many ways. When they can put food 
on their tables from the Kosher Food Pantry, 
it frees up money they can put toward their 
rent and other bills.”
 “It’s important to us that we provide 
foods that are nutritious and meet the 
specific needs of the community, said 
Kyle Waide, president and CEO of the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank. “This new 
food sorting opportunity with JF&CS is 
the perfect example of working with our 
partners to not only offer the most nutritious 
foods, but also support their clients’ needs 
and preferences.”
 “This is a great example of two like-
minded organizations coming together to 
achieve deeper impact for our community,” 
said Aranson.

A new JF&CS partnership with the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank lets 
volunteers help sort out kosher food 
from Operation Isaiah to replenish 
JF&CS’ Kosher Food Pantry.
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 Jewish migration and the ability of 
families to adapt throughout the South 
are the focus of the major articles in the 
18th edition of Southern Jewish History, 
the annual peer-reviewed journal of the 
Southern Jewish Historical Society.
 Dr. Scott M. Langston, lecturer in the 
Department of Religion at Texas Christian 
University, examines the lives of Jacob 
and Isaac Moses, in Columbus, Georgia, 
and Girard and Phenix City, Alabama, 
showing how these two men—almost a 
generation apart in age—adjusted to life 
in their communities. In his article, Dr. 
Langston provides an examination of 
Jewish association with political parties and 
policies in the South.
 Joel William Friedman, Tulane 
University professor of procedural law and 

jurisdiction, traces an extended family from 
the Iberian Peninsula to the Caribbean, to 
Charleston, and then throughout the country. 
This study presents a 19th-century tradition 
of Jewish attorneys and judges deeply 
involved in politics and business, well 
before the period when Jewish historians 
have traditionally found the progression of 
Jews into professions.
 Editor Mark Bauman says of the 
Langston and Friedman essays, “People 
moved from place to place for economic 
opportunity, people, institutions, institution-
building, and business ties that linked 
Jewish communities and individuals across 
the country and the Atlantic. These articles 
also illustrate how micro-family history 
enlightens the macro-themes of American 
and world history.”

 The Journal’s “Primary Source” article 
is based upon 120 letters written from 1855-
1871 between a Jewish immigrant family in 
Louisiana and its family in Southwestern 
Germany. Jay Silverberg, a retired newspaper 
editor and corporate consultant, is the 
author, as well as a descendant of the letter 
writers. Bauman says, “The extended…
family history sheds light on economics 
and business, civic affairs, the complex and 
ambiguous issue of identity, gender norms, 
and acculturation, among other issues while 
reinforcing many of the patterns observed 
by Langston and Friedman.”
 In addition, this issue includes exhibit, 
website, and book reviews. 
 Members of the SJHS receive individual 
copies as a benefit of membership. Society 
members may purchase additional copies 

for $15 each; the price for nonmembers is 
$20 per copy. Institutions may purchase 
the latest issue for $40 per copy, plus $20 
for mailing outside the U.S. Older issues 
of the Journal are still available, at $10 for 
members, $15 for nonmembers, and $40 
for institutions. For additional information 
concerning submissions and purchasing, 
e-mail journal@jewishsouth.org.
 SJHS fosters scholarship concerning 
the experience of Jews and Judaism in 
the American South. With an annual 
conference, academic journal, newsletter, 
and active grant and award programs, the 
society has helped move Southern Jewish 
history from the margins of the American 
Jewish narrative into the mainstream for 
almost four decades.

Jewish history journal explores Southern Jewish migration

 Both the Jewish population of the United States as a 
whole, now about 6.8 million, and the Jewish population 
in the South have grown, although much of that growth 
is in Florida and the Washington/Baltimore metropolitan 
area.
 Dr. Ira Sheskin, director of the Jewish Demography 
Project at the University of Miami and co-editor of the 
American Jewish Year Book, presented population data 
on Southern Jews as the keynote address during the 39th 
annual Southern Jewish Historical Society conference 
titled “Jews and the Urban South” held in Nashville 
October 29-November 3. 
 During the conference on the Vanderbilt campus 
and at Gordon Jewish Community Center, the 150 
attendees heard from researchers discussing topics such 
as synagogue archive preservation, student refugees 
before World War II, Southern rabbi’s and Jewish 
women’s organizations during the Civil Rights era, 
Southern Jewish community leaders, and images of 
Jews in mid-19th Century New Orleans. Dr. Gary Zola, 
executive director of The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of 
the American Jewish Archives, spoke to the conference 
about “Lincoln and the Jews of the South.” Attendees 
also toured the Julius Rosenwald School in Cairo and the 
Rosenwald Collection at Fisk University.
 Dr. Sheskin said that three recent scientific studies 
have established the size of the national Jewish 
population. The estimates of this population show an 
increase of about 400,000 Jews from 2008 to 2015. Most 
of the nation’s Jews continue to live in the Northeast (44 
percent); however, the percentage of Jews in that region 
has diminished from 66 percent in 1955. At the same 
time, Jewish population in the South has increased from 
eight percent in 1955, to 12 percent in 1971, to 21 percent 
in 2015. An estimated 650,000 Jews live in Florida and 
an estimated 265,000 live in the Washington, D.C./
Baltimore area.
 The research revealed that the five states with the 
highest percentage of Jewish residents in 2015 are New 
York (nine percent), New Jersey (5.9 percent), District of 
Columbia (4.3 percent), Massachusetts (4.1 percent), and 
Maryland (four percent.) 
 Dr. Sheskin also pointed out that of the Jewish 
communities of 50,000 or more, six of the top 31 are 
located in the South (Broward County, South Palm Beach, 
West Palm Beach, Miami, Atlanta, and Baltimore). Five 
of the top 20 states with the largest Jewish populations 

are in the South: Florida (652,000), Maryland (238,000), 
Texas (159,000), Georgia (128,000), and Virginia 
(96,000). 
 His research also follows the trend of declining 
small-town communities. About 11 percent of the 
region’s Jews live in towns with 1,000-10,000 residents, 
a 25 percentage point decline since 1960. Dr. Sheskin’s 
research showed that the increase of the region’s Jews 
living in communities of 25,000 or more increased from 
50 percent in 1960 to 81 percent in 2015.
 Jews in the South also seem to be maintaining their 
identity, at least as measured in various research studies 
that posed questions regarding synagogue membership 
and participation in a Passover Seder, said Dr. Sheskin.
 Newly elected SJHS Board members include: Perry 
Brickman (Atlanta), Bonnie Eisenman (Richmond), Sol 
Kimerling (Birmingham), Peggy Pearlstein (Rockville, 
Maryland), Jay Silverberg (Petaluma, California), 
Jarrod Tanny (Wilmington, North Carolina), Ron Bayor 
(Smyrna, Georgia), Michael Cohen (New Orleans), Jim 
Pfeifer (Little Rock), and Teri Tillman (Natchez).
 The Society’s 2016 conference will be November 
4-6, in Natchez. 

Conference Speakers/Topics:

Murder in Middle Tennessee
Paul Berger (The Forward)
“Samuel A. Bierfield: Innocent Victim or Radical 
Republican in Reconstruction Franklin, Tennessee” 

Immigrants during the First Half of the 20th Century
Jean Roseman (Nashville Public Schools)
“The May Family Miracle: German/Nashville 
Connections” 

Shira Kohn (Center for Jewish History)
“From German Jews to Jewish Greeks: Student Refugees 
in America’s Southern Universities, 1933-1945” 

Violent Confrontations and Civil Rights
Steven Krause (Attorney)
“From the Mouth of Nashville’s ‘Pistol-Packing Rabbi’: 
Notes from a 1966 Interview with Rabbi William 
Silverman”

Daniel Puckett (Troy State University)
“The Fire-Bombing of Gadsden’s Temple Beth Israel”

Atlanta Jewish Women and Social Justice during the 
1960s 
Emily A. Katz (Duke University)
“Council Women and Social Welfare Work in 1960s 
Atlanta”

Ellen Rafshoon (Georgia Gwinnett College)
“Esther Taylor: Hadassah Lady Turned Birth Control 
Advocate” 

Little Explored Roles of Jews and the Civil Rights 
Movement
Janet Bordelon (Kehillah Jewish High School)
“Dialogue in Civil Rights Era Dixie: Jewish Women’s 
Involvement in the Panel of American Women in Jackson, 
Mississippi”

Dina Weinstein (Journalist)
“Miami Civil Rights Attorney Tobias Simon”

Civic Engagement and Jewish Mayors
Scott M. Langston (Texas Christian University)
“Contributions to Civic Development: The Isaac I. Moses 
Family and Girard/Phenix City, Alabama”

Negotiating Identity in 19th-Century New Orleans
Patricia Behre (Fairfield University)
“Finding Those Who Don’t Want To Be Found: The 
Artist as Guide to Networks of Sephardic Sociability in 
Early New Orleans” 

Marlene Trestman (Independent Researcher)
“Anniversary Celebrations at the Jewish Orphans’ Home 
of New Orleans (1855-1946): Engaging and Elevating 
the Jewish Community” 

Celebration of Synagogue Archives
“How to Use History to Enhance the Jewish Experience 
in Our Communities” 
Dana Herman, American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati
Jeremy Katz, William Breman Jewish History Museum, 
Atlanta
Bonnie Eisenman, Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives, 
Richmond

Jews and the Urban South—a report from the SJHS conference
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By Erin O’Shinskey

PEACE BY PIECE. The Weber School is 
one of the three Atlanta faith-based schools 
that have been part of Peace by Piece, the 
high-school initiative of the Faith Alliance 
of Metro Atlanta, since it began, in 2003. 
Peace by Piece brings together students 
from Weber, The Marist School (Catholic), 
and The W.D. Mohammed School 
(Muslim). Peace by Piece members, who 
are selected by essay application, gather for 
conversation and coordinated school visits, 
international conferences, social action 
days, and other events. The October 1 visit 
to Weber included synagogue practice, 
Sukkoth activities, challah braiding, Israeli 
dancing, and more. 

GRIFFIN JUDGES AWARDS. The 
Technology Association of Georgia (TAG) 
and the TAG Education Collaborative 
announced winners of the 4th annual 
STEM Education Awards at a ceremony in 
Atlanta; Governor Nathan Deal was keynote 
speaker. These awards recognize schools, 
extracurricular programs, public-private 
partnerships, science agencies, and post-

secondary education outreach programs for 
their outstanding work in supporting and 
promoting science, technology, engineering, 
and math education in Georgia. The Epstein 
School’s Principal of Digital Learning & 
Technology, Aaron Griffin, who sits on the 
STEM Educator Awards Advisory Board, 
helped plan the event and was a judge and 
a member of the Student Engagement Panel.

THE SECRET IS OUT. Rumor had it that 
Dr. David Abusch-Magder, Epstein’s head 
of school, was spending time in the science 
lab…and many were wondering what he was 
up to. But now it looks like the secret is out. 

Dr. D., as he is affectionately known, has 
a new theory based on Einstein’s equation 
E=MC2: Epstein = Magical education x 
Caring x Community.

BERMAN COMMONS CONCERT. On 
November 10, the 77th anniversary of 
Kristalnact, the internationally acclaimed 
Israeli violinist Boris Savchuk, performed 
a selection of Jewish music for residents of 

Berman Commons. The concert concluded 
his fall southern tour in Georgia and Florida. 

TDSA SCOUTS. Recently, 1st- through 
5th-grade boys from 29 families gathered 
in TDSA’s back lobby to hear about Cub 
Scouting, learn about knife safety, and build 
their own model rockets. The gathering was 
sponsored by Boy Scout Troop 613, with 
the hopes of forming Pack 613. For Labor 
Day, the combined Troop and Pack traveled 
to Tugaloo State Park, on Lake Hartwell, 
near the South Carolina border. In addition 
to honing their outdoor and cooking skills, 
the boys hiked and kayaked in one of the 
state’s most beautiful recreation areas. 
For more information about scouting with 
TDSA, contact Avraham Warga at warga.
avi@gmail.com.

 MISH  MASH

Aaron Griffin

Dr. David Abusch-Magder

Fred Glusman and Boris Savchuk

 On Wednesday, October 14, Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta Women’s 
Philanthropy hosted 280 women, who 
came to hear Jeannie Opdyke Smith tell 
the incredible story of her mother’s heroic 
efforts to save Jews during the war.
 Jeannie Opdyke Smith is the daughter 
of the late Irene Gut Opdyke, who, as a 
young Catholic teenager, saved Polish 
Jews by hiding them in the basement of a 
Nazi major’s home, 
where she was 
his housekeeper. 
Her sacrifices and 
bravery, including 
becoming the 
major’s mistress 
to keep the hiding 
place a secret, is 
nothing short of 
remarkable.
 After Irene 
Opdyke died, her 
daughter, Jeannie, 
began telling her 
incredible story, 
to ensure that her 
mother’s voice and life lessons would 
continue to be heard. The story Jeannie 
shares reinforces that “we are our brother’s 
keeper, and we must stand up against hate 
in all forms and be willing to step up, 
speak out, and become actively involved 
in showing love, compassion, and human 
decency to all.”

  Irene Opdyke’s amazing story is 
recounted in her autobiography, In My 
Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer. 
The book was adapted into the nationally 
acclaimed Broadway play, Irena’s Vow, 
starring Tovah Feldshuh.
  Her acts of heroism have been 
internationally recognized. The Israeli 
Holocaust Commission named Irene one 
of the Righteous Among the Nations, a 

title given to those 
who risked their 
lives by aiding and 
saving Jews during 
the Holocaust. She 
was presented with 
the Israel Medal 
of Honor, Israel’s 
highest tribute, 
in a ceremony at 
Jerusalem’s Yad 
Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial. The 
Vatican has given 
Irene a special 
c o m m e n d a t i o n , 
and her story is 

part of a permanent exhibit in the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, in 
Washington, D.C.
  One of Jeannie Smith’s favorite 
teachings of her mother is, “Hate is easy. 
It takes real courage to love.” Irene Gut 
Opdyke was truly an example of real 
courage. 

Risking her life to save others

Jeannie Opdyke Smith
Beth Arogeti, campaign chair (from left); Michelle Simon, event co-chair; 
Jeannie Opdyke Smith, guest speaker; Stephanie Abes, campaign vice chair; 
and Sara Franco, event co-chair (photo: Paula Gould)
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A little bit of light pushes away a lot of darkness 
                 —Jewish proverb 

IF YOUR LOVED ONE HAS DEMENTIA,  
OUR ACKERMAN MEMORY CARE 

CAN BRING THE LIGHT BACK.  
CALL OR VISIT TODAY! 

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  C A R E
BERMAN COMMONS

678.222.7500 | bermancommons.org 
2026 Womack Road, Dunwoody 

May the Hanukkah lights bring peace and joy to your family. 

The William Breman Jewish Home  Aviv Rehabilitation Center 

Berman Commons  The Cohen Home  The One Group 

Weinstein Hospice  The Zaban Tower  Meyer Balser NORC 

HAPPY HANUKKAH 
FROM ALL OF OUR HOMES TO YOURS 

JewishHomeLife.org | 404.351.8410 

May the Hanukkah lights bring peace and joy to your family. 
Peace of mind worth every piece of Gelt. 

Private Home Care Services with the expertise you need  
and the reputation you can trust 

404.751.2277 | wbjh.org/onegroup 
24 hours a day/365 days a year 

YOUR FIRST CALL FOR CARING PROFESSIONALS

Creating community with holiday avors, songs and traditions is just 
one of the many things that makes The Cohen Home such a  

special place for older adults to age gracefully.  
 
 

Happy Hanukkah From Our Family to Yours!  

Join us for Kabbalat Shabbat every Friday at 4:30pm 
www.cohenhome.org | 770.475.8787 
10485 Jones Bridge Road, Johns Creek 
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

 What a night it was, on August 27, at 
the Kosher Food & Wine Atlanta (KFWA) 
festival. The event was presented by Chabad 

and held at the Georgia Railroad Freight Depot. 
Hundreds of Atlantans ventured downtown 
for a taste of kosher and to pay tribute to the 
evening’s honoree, Sandra Bank. Sandra, 
founder and owner of Added Touch Catering, 
has supported organizations in the Atlanta 
area with her creative and contemporary 
catering skills. She has been involved in many 
community organizations, both personally and 
professionally, since 1993. 
 Both the food and the drink were amazing. 
The spirits and wine were sponsored by the 

Royal Wine Company. The Herzog family, 
owners of Royal, are known for their generosity 
and unmatched selection. They have brought 
kosher wine and spirits to the forefront in both 
selection and quality. Events such as these 
have been held in New York, Florida, and Los 
Angeles…all sponsored by Royal.
 And then there was the food. More than 
21 vendors, mostly local, presented some of 
their best! We tasted samples from the Georgia 
Aquarium’s Wolfgang Puck Catering, Kroger, 
Pita Grille, Kosher Gourmet, Dolce, The Spicy 
Peach, Trader Joe’s, Sweetwater Brewing, 
Goza Tequila, Cotton Cravings cotton candy, 
Ali’s Cookies, and more. 
 Atlanta is so fortunate to have a growing 
selection of kosher options. The evening was 
fun, fabulous, and delicious, and I look forward 
to it becoming an annual event. If so, don’t miss 
it! Visit kfwatl.com.

Kosher Food & Wine Atlanta drew a 
lively crowd.

LOCAL KOSHER PRODUCTS

 A few locally available kosher products 
that you should not miss:
• Trader Joe’s Brooklyn Babka—A classic 
chocolaty rich cake, and it’s parve. I buy two at 
a time, one to eat and one to freeze. 
• Lipton’s/Gefen Ranch Dip and Dressing—
This brand is parve, and I use it in one of my 
favorite recipes, Faux Crab-Noodle Salad. 
(See below.) This is available in the kosher 
department at Kroger. When I am serving dairy, 
I use Simply Organic dressing, which I buy at 
Whole Foods.
• The outstanding bagels and flagels at 
Broadway Café—Topped with cream cheese, 
they taste like real New York bagels!

Brooklyn Babka from Trader Joe’s—
chocolate, parve, scrumptious

KOSHER TAKE-OUT

 So you don’t feel like cooking…and want 
take-out food. Well Atlanta, we’re doing better 
on selection. Here are some suggestions as to 
where you can pick up your kosher food:
• Sushi—Toco Publix and Toco Kroger
• BBQ Pulled Beef—Goodfriend’s, Kroger 

(Toco Hill and Dunwoody)
• Fried or Rotisserie Chicken—Toco Hill Publix, 
several Krogers, The Kosher Gourmet
• Ready to Bake—Eggplant Parm, Ziti, and 
Pizza at The Spicy Peach
• Deli—Toco Publix, Kroger and The Kosher 
Gourmet
• Chinese—Chai Peking 
• Mediterranean—Pita Palace, Pita Grille
• Pizza—The New Broadway Café
• Shabbos Dinner—Several Krogers, Chai 
Peking, The Spicy Peach, Fuego Mundo, The 
Kosher Gourmet
 Call ahead to ensure that the kosher items 
you want are available. 

A FANCY FOOD WINNER

 Vermont Creamery Cultured Butter Sea 
Salt Basket (KOF-K dairy) was chosen the best 
classic product at the 2015 Fancy Food Show. It 
is packaged in a round mini basket and has the 
creamy richness of butter, along with the crunch 
of Celtic sea salt. We smeared this on our whole 
wheat bread, our bagel, and our favorite flagel. 
Heaven! 
 So, what exactly is cultured butter?
 It is butter that can be used at a higher 
temperature than other butters and is baking 
friendly, for flaky pie crusts, cookies, sauces, 
and sautés. Locally, we found this at Whole 
Foods and Fresh Market.
 I am heading to Kosherfest shortly—stay 
tuned for additional new products.

COOKBOOK NEWS

 Laura Frankel’s Jewish Slow Cooker 
Recipes (Agate Publishing) is now available 
in softcover. As I have said previously, a slow 
cooker is a must-have tool in the kitchen…and 
Chef Laura’s 
recipes can 
make the 
slow cooker 
a gourmet 
a s s i s t a n t . 
By the way, 
my slow 
cooker is the 
C r o c k p o t 
brand and 
o r i g i n a l l y 
cost about 
$20 at Walmart. I know that many fancier 
models are available, but this 5-quart model 
works perfectly, and is about six years old. It 
has three settings—low, high, and off, perfect 
for a non-techie.
 A Jewish Baker’s Pastry Secrets (Ten Speed 
Press) by George, Elaine and Julia Greenstein is 
the ultimate classic Jewish pastry guide for any 
advanced pastry baker or wannabe baker. The 
recipes are from legendary Jewish baker and 
James Beard award winner George Greenstein. 
After he died in 2012, his daughters completed 
the book. The family shares his authentic 
recipes for babka, Danish, rugelach, strudel, 
and more. 

VISITING THE WREN’S NEST

 Hooray for The Wren’s Nest, one of 
Atlanta’s leading historical family attractions. 
They are willing to offer a special tour and 
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RECIPES
THAT WILL
LighT UP

THE
TABLE

SHOP.WFM.COM
1-866-WFM4YOU

O R D E R  T O D AY  O N L I N E  O R  B Y  P H O N E

HOLIDAY MENU
F E A T U R I N G  

HANUKkAH RECIPES

storytelling hour for Sabbath-observant 
families. These activities usually take place on 
Saturdays, but they will provide a special docent 
and storyteller for weekday or Sunday groups. 
The storytelling and tour take place inside, 
however picnic tables for lunch and outdoor 
grassy space for recreation are available to use. 
(Think children’s birthday party or adult lunch 
and learn). 
 In August, the museum graciously invited 
the community to a specially arranged weekday 
storytelling and tour. We were treated to a few 
stories, told in dialect, by renowned Atlanta 
storyteller Akbar Imhotep, followed by a 
tour of Joel Chandler Harris’ home. For more 
information or to arrange a special event, visit 
wrensnest.org, or contact Executive Director 
Sue Gilman, at sue@wrensnest.org.

ATLANTA’S GREAT BIG 
CHALLAH BAKE

 From South Africa to Australia, Costa Rica 
to Nigeria, Canada to England, Brooklyn to 
Atlanta, both indoors and outdoors, in 340 cites 
around the world, from October 22-24, Jews 
participated in The Shabbos Project.
 In Atlanta, the second annual event kicked 
off Thursday, October 21, with The Great Big 
Challah Bake. More than 600 women filled 
the gym of the MJCCA to learn the mitzvah 
of making challah and to mix ingredients and 
knead dough together. 
 The global Shabbos Project movement 
encourages secular and religious Jews to 
observe a full Sabbath, in accordance with 
Halacha (Jewish law). It began in 2013, under 
South Africa’s chief rabbi, Warren Goldstein. 
Organizers estimate that, in 2015, the project 
reached 1 million people, in more than 60 
countries. If you missed it this year, watch for 
next year’s event. A must!

Crowd at the Great Big Challah Bake 
MJCCA

Torah Day School Table

Esther Benchetrit and Shira Kalnitz at 
the Great Big Challah Bake

ATLANTA’S KOSHER 
BBQ COMPETITION

 What a day at Atlanta’s Kosher BBQ 
Competition! On October 18, a glorious fall day, 
approximately 5,000 people ate, smiled, and 
schmoozed their way through Brook Run Park, 
in Dunwoody. With a panel of certified judges, 
the BBQ ribs, chicken, beans, and brisket were 
flowing. (But not quite enough for this hungry, 
overflow crowd.) The crowd enjoyed music, 
some kids’ activities, and several food trucks to 
supplement the BBQ.

Competition Winners:
Grand Champions—Grillin’ Tefillin (Cong. 
B’nai Torah)
Best Brisket—Sons Of BBBqers (Cong. Or 
Hadash Men’s Club)
Best Ribs—Sons Of BBBqers 
Best Chicken—The Pit Crew—Tina Cannon, 
2015 champion GA BBQ
Best Beans—Holy Smokers (Atlanta Jewish 
Academy)
Best Name—Grillin’ Tefillin 
People’s Choice Award—Shimshon Smokers 
(Hebrew Order of David Shimshon Lodge)

Brian Mailman, 2015 Kosher BBQ 
organizer

 Wishing you a Chanukah filled with light 
and latkes!

 What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com. 
This column is meant to provide the reader with current 
trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. 
Since standards of kashruth certification vary, check 
with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to confirm 
reliability. 

See RECIPES, page 41



Page 38 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN November-December 2015

 

An avant-garde feast for the senses, 
featuring aerial acrobatics, electronic music, 
and a dazzling array of gourmet cuisine, 
comprised the first annual Kosher Food & 
Wine Atlanta festival, a celebration of the 
richness and range of kosher food available 
for local consumers. Royal Wine, one of the 
largest wine importers in the U.S., supplied 
more than a 100 varieties of international 
wines for the inaugural event.
 Presented by Chabad of Georgia, as 
it marks 30 years of Jewish outreach in 
the area, the cocktail and dinner party 
was held at the Historic Georgia Railroad 
Freight Depot, which was transformed by 
Track Seven Events into an edgy, trendy 
environment, with multiple floors of food, 
an elevated D.J. spinning electronic beats, 
and a Cirque-du-Soleil style performance of 
aerialists twirling through the air.
 “This landmark program really shows 
how far Atlanta’s Jewish community has 
come,” said Rabbi Yossi New, the Australian-
born director of Chabad of Georgia, who 
moved here in 1984 to found the local 
organization. “We feel a sense of pride and 
privilege in serving this historic community 
that’s experiencing unprecedented growth, 

and one of the keys to providing spiritual 
nourishment is, happily, through our culture 
and traditions around food.” 
 Some 600 people attended Kosher Food 
& Wine Atlanta, a sensory feast featuring 30 
caterers, restaurateurs, and grocery chains. 
In addition, the festival honored Chef 
Sandra Bank, whose catering business has 
served Atlantans the promise and power of 
exquisite kosher dining for nearly 20 years. 
Bank was feted with a hand-blown glass 
award signaling her creativity in elevating 
kosher cuisine and, as her slogan puts it, 
“making the ordinary extraordinary.” 

Sandra Bank, Dassie New, and Rabbi 
Yossi New 

  Given the demand for her kosher 
catering services, Bank augmented her 
Added Touch Catering company three 
years ago with a second company, A Kosher 
Touch Catering, focused exclusively on 
kosher events. Her firm catered the sponsor 

reception with four elaborate stations, 
entitled Chopped, Sliced, Smoked, and 
Torched, in the venue’s Blue Room.
 “Today in Atlanta, a kosher lifestyle is 
not just possible, it’s extraordinary,” said 
festival director Rabbi Isser New. “We are 
fortunate to enjoy a vibrant array of palate-
pleasing choices, and this festival is about 
presenting and applauding such abundance.”
 The first annual Kosher Food & 
Wine Atlanta was produced by Chabad of 
Georgia, an affiliate of Chabad-Lubavitch, a 
Jewish outreach group. Chabad of Georgia 
encompasses 15 Chabad organizations; two 
more are planned. Event chairs included 
Tessa Shaban, Bo Lefkoff, Erin Liss, Dassie 
New, and Rabbis Yossi New, Isser New, 
Yael New, and Levi Mentz.

Event Chairs (from left) Dassie New, 
Tessa Shaban, Bo Lefkoff, and Erin 
Liss. Not pictured: Rabbis Isser New, 
Yale New, and Levi Mentz

 Proceeds from the event will go toward 
continued Jewish outreach and education. 
 Vendors include Aaron’s Best, 
Ali’s Cookies, Avenue K, Cellar Filler, 
Classic Pita, Coca-Cola, Costco, Cotton 
Cravings, Dolce Catering and Bakery, 
For All Occasions and More, Georgia 
Aquarium, Goodfriend Co., Gourmet Foods 
International, Goza Tequila, Herzog Wine 
Cellars, InterContinental Buckhead Atlanta, 
Keurig, A Kosher Touch, Kosherology, 
Kroger Fountain Oaks, Lisan Catering, 
Modern Tribe, Pita Grille, Publix, The Spicy 
Peach, Sweetwater Brewing Company, 
The Kosher Gourmet, Trader Joe’s, Whole 
Foods, and Wolfgang Puck Catering. 
 For more information, visit kfwatl.com 
and chabadga.com.
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Squash Soup  

or Cream of  
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Potato Latkes served with applesauce 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Rib Dinner 
RIBS 
Sweet Potato Latkes  
Potato Latkes 
Seasoned Broccoli 
 $350.00 plus tax serves 10 
 

 
SOUPS  

 
 

 
 
SIDES 

 

 
  

 

Green Bean Casserole  
Potatoes 

 
Peppers 

 
ENTRÉES 

 

Brisket with Gravy $23.95/LB  
Roasted White Meat Chicken  

 $5.75 
 

  
 

  

Potato Latkes $1.75 each  
Zucchini Latkes $1.75 each  

 
  

DESSERTS 
 

Sufganiyot  

Kosher catering at its finest, so you can play host and get the most 

For All Occasions and More 

Kosher Festival
From page 25

EYDIE KOONIN + KERI GREENWALD + MIKE TOLTZIS

ek. 404.697.8215 | kg. 404.307.6000 | mt. 404.376.9135

atlantafinehomes.com | 404.237.5000

© MMXV Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

EYDIE KOONIN GROUP
“THE TEAM FRIENDS RECOMMEND”

WISHING YOU A 
HAPPY HANUKKAH

FROM THE

A
WE STAND

WITH ISRAEL
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Women’s Philanthropy 2016 Mission

FACES OF ISRAEL | March 27 - April 3, 2016

Join Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta 
Women's Philanthropy 

 for 

an up-close and personal experience 
in the land of Israel, 

March 27-April 3 
followed by 

an optional extension, April 3-7 to Poland.

1440 Spring Street | Atlanta, GA 30309 | 404.873.1661 | JewishAtlanta.org

Explore the many “Faces of Israel”. 

Questions? 
Contact Karen Paz at kpaz@jewishatlanta.org or 404.870.1631

JewishAtlanta.org/wpisraeltrip

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF A COMMUNITY.

LEARN FIRST HAND ABOUT ISRAEL’S 
HISTORY AND CULTURE.

MEET AMAZING WOMEN WHO ARE 
LEADERS IN THEIR INDUSTRY. 

www.ajcatlanta.org

AJC ATLANTA WISHES  
YOU A BRIGHT AND 

Happy Chanukah

MAY THIS BE A SEASON OF LIGHT

AJC ATLA N TA  B OA RD OF  T RUST EES

www.ajcatlanta.org

AJC ATLANTA WISHES  
YOU A BRIGHT AND 

Happy Chanukah

MAY THIS BE A SEASON OF LIGHT

AJC ATLANTA BOARD OF  TRUSTEES

www.ajcatlanta.org

AJC ATLANTA WISHES  
YOU A BRIGHT AND 

Happy Chanukah

MAY THIS BE A SEASON OF LIGHT

AJC ATLANTA BOARD OF  TRUSTEES

From the AJA family  
to yours:  

Wishing you a   
Bright & Happy Chanukah! 
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 With cough and cold season 
approaching, we get many questions about 
the kashrut status of cough drops. Unlike 
medicine, this is non-food-like and usually 
does not require kosher certification. Cough 
drops often have a good taste or are at least 
soothing and may require kashrut approval. 
Below is a list of some approved cough 
drops, as well as updates on QT drinks, 
Kroger brand drinks, and Krispy Kreme 
stores.

COUGH DROPS

 Cough Drops with a hechsher can 
be used for medicinal and non-medicinal 
needs. Cough drops without a hechsher can 
be used for medicinal purposes only. The 
cough drops on this list without a hechsher 
should be used for medicinal needs only.

Delsym Cough Relief Plus Honey Lemon 
Lozenge
Delsym Cough Relief Plus Sugar-Free 
Cherry Lozenge
Halls Breezers Sugar-Free Cool Berry 
Lozenge 
Halls Defense Sugar-Free Assorted Citrus 
Lozenge
Halls Original Cherry Lozenge 
Halls Original Sugar-Free Freshmint, 
Honey-Berry, Mountain Menthol, 
Peppermint, and Spearmint Lozenges
Luden’s (OU-D Dairy Equipment)
Ricola Honey Herb Lozenge 
Ricola Honey Lemon with Echinacea 
Lozenge
Ricola Lemon Mint Lozenge
Ricola Lemon Verbena Lozenge 
Ricola Natural Herb (Original) Lozenge 
Ricola Sugar-Free Green Tea with 
Echinacea, Lemon Mint, Menthol, and 
Mountain Herb Lozenges
Sucrets Sore Throat & Cough Lozenge

QT BEVERAGES

 The AKC does not formally certify any 
QT location, but based on our understanding 
of how these facilities work, we feel a 

consumer can reasonably purchase these 
products. Make sure to check with the 
AKC office or website to confirm that these 
products continue to be certified in the 
future.
QT FREEZONIS (Non-Dairy): Blue 
Raspberry, Cola, Orange Crème, Rooster 
Booster, Strawberry Banana, Wally 
Puckerberry, White Cherry 
QT HOT CAPPUCCINOS (Dairy): 
Hershey’s Cookies ’N Cream 
QT FOUNTAIN DRINKS (Non-Dairy): 
Cherry additive, Rooster Booster Energy, 
Rooster Booster Lite, Vanilla additive
QT Smoothies and Frozen Cappuccinos are 
not kosher at this time.

KROGER BRAND DRINKS

 When bearing the plant number 13-
250 and the letters “AKC” on the inkjet of 
the container, the following Kroger brand 
drinks are kosher: Apple Cider, Apple 
Juice, Caffeine-Free Unsweetened Tea, 
Diet Tea Caffeine Free, Lemonade, Orange 
Juice from Concentrate, Orange Juice 
with Calcium, Orange Pineapple Juice, 
Sweetened Tea, Homogenized Vitamin D 
Milk, 2% Reduced Fat Milk, 1% Lowfat 
Milk, Skim Milk, Chocolate Milk, Lowfat 
Eggnog 2%, 6% Eggnog, Pumpkin-Flavored 
Eggnog, Buttermilk Whole, Buttermilk 
Lowfat, Vanilla Boiled Custard

KRISPY KREME STORES

 Pre-packaged beverages sold in the 
front of Krispy Kreme stores must be 
checked individually. The stores listed 
below have a kosher letter and sticker on the 
door with the AKC kosher symbol. The AKC 
also supervises the Atlanta commissary that 
provides donuts for various establishments, 
as well as pre-packaged donuts sold in 
supermarkets. The pre-packaged donuts 
need to either have the number 149 or the 
initials AKC on the inkjet.

295 Ponce De Leon Avenue, Atlanta GA; 
404-876-7307
299 Cobb Parkway, Marietta GA; 770-425-
0374
5768 Buford Highway, Doraville GA; 770-
451-1411
6689 Highway 85, Riverdale GA; 770-997-
6210
Mall of GA Store #56, Buford GA; 770-
831-1174

 Wishing the community a Happy 
Chanukah!

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.

Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

My extra family
BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine

  I’d like to tell y’all about my 
special and extra family, my tablemates 
at the Renaissance on Peachtree, a senior 
retirement community, where I’ve lived for 
the past 15 years.
 There are six of us, three ladies and 
three gents, each having celebrated at 
least 80 birthdays and some more than 90. 
We’re an interesting, eclectic, all-American 
group, enjoying life and often laughing at 
ourselves, albeit with a few complaints of 
aches and pains.
 Three of us are Catholic, and two 
are Jewish. Our most recent tablemate, 
Allen, is a Buddhist and therefore the only 
vegetarian in the bunch. All are widowed, 
living independently, with the exception 
of one of the gents, a retired physician 
originally from New York, whose very 
frail wife, Mary, lives here in one of our 
assisted-living apartments.
 Helen, a retired R.N., is also a New 
Yorker. Anna, a native of Albany, Georgia 
(pronounced All-beny as opposed to 
Albany, New York), is president of 
our Resident Council. Ralph, our elder 
statesman, will be 98 this year; a World 
War II Canadian Army veteran, he amazes 

us with all his activities—he participates 
in in-house activities; attends Mercer 
University’s Senior “U”; has memberships 
with the Atlanta Symphony, Atlanta Ballet, 
Atlanta Opera, and local theaters; and 
has traveled all over the world on various 
tours. He’s a true Renaissance man. Last, 
but not least, like Toronto-born Ralph, I 
am foreign-born—Shanghai, China. Both 
Ralph and I are members of Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue.
 Us three gals enjoy playing bingo, 
Mah Jongg, Rummikub, and bridge. Carl 
is an avid bridge player, as well. Now that 
football season is upon us, there is a friendly 
(yeah, right) rivalry going on nightly, along 
with the daily gossip and complaints about 
what-have-you. I am the only Bulldog; the 
others are Tech Yellow Jackets, and Helen 
is an FSU Seminole. Ralph and Carl root 
for the Atlanta Braves, and all of us keep 
up with our favorite pro football teams, 
especially our Falcons.
 We all have families scattered all 
over the United States and share stories 
about them and our so-smart children and 
grandchildren and their accomplishments—
my son the doctor, my daughter the lawyer, 
my granddaughter the engineer, etc., etc.
 It just feels like a family. We eat dinner 
together every night, sharing stories of 
our previous lives, families, and working 
days long gone by. Of course, we discuss 
the goings-on in the world, with some 
arguments and varied political views. 
 But we all agree on one thing: God 
Bless America.
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Garlicky Pot Roast
Adapted from Jewish Slow Cooker 

Recipes by Laura Frankel 
(Agate Publishing)

 Something magical seems to happen 
when this dish cooks for a long time—
the meat becomes fragrant, and the garlic 
becomes caramelized and sweet. The 
“gravy” that results is so delicious, that I 
often find one of my kids hanging around 
the kitchen with bread in hand to sop it up. 
The addition of gingersnaps might seem 
odd, but they add a lot of flavor and help 
thicken the gravy. 
 The roast can be stored, covered, in 
the refrigerator for 3 days or frozen for 1 
month. To reheat the pot roast, place the 
meat and gravy in a saucepan. Add enough 
chicken stock to moisten the meat, usually 
only about 1⁄4 cup. Cover, and cook on 
low heat until heated through.
 Makes 6 to 8 servings.

For the Marinade: 
3 tablespoons chopped garlic (about 4 
large cloves)
¼ cup light brown sugar
¼ cup olive oil, plus extra for browning the 
roast
½ cup balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons tomato paste
Kosher salt and freshly ground black 
pepper
One 3- to 5-pound chuck roast, fat trimmed
Olive oil

For the Sauce:
2 large Spanish onions, chopped 
6 garlic cloves, chopped 
1 cup dark beer, such as Guinness 
1 whole head of roasted garlic
2 cups chicken stock 
1 cup crumbled gingersnaps 
¼ cup tomato paste

 Marinate the roast: In a large bowl, 
stir together the chopped garlic, brown 
sugar, olive oil, vinegar, tomato paste, and 
1 tablespoon each salt and pepper. Add the 
roast, turn, and coat on all sides. Cover the 
bowl, and marinate for at least 3 hours or 
overnight, in the refrigerator. 
 Place a large sauté pan over medium 
heat. Lightly coat the bottom of the pan 
with olive oil. Remove the roast from the 
marinade; pat dry. Discard the marinade. 
Lightly season the roast with salt and 
pepper. Brown the meat on all sides, about 
7 minutes per side. Set aside the roast, but 
do not clean the pan. 
 Preheat a 6 1⁄2-quart slow cooker to 
high. 
 Make the Sauce: Add the onions to 
the sauté pan and cook until brown, 3 to 
5 minutes. Add the chopped garlic; cook 
for 2 to 3 minutes more, until the garlic is 
fragrant and has softened slightly; do not 
let the garlic brown. Add the beer. Scrape 
up the browned bits with a wooden spoon 

or spatula. Transfer the mixture to the 
slow cooker insert.
 Place the roast and any collected 
juices in the insert. Squeeze roasted garlic 
out of the skin and into the insert. Add 
stock, gingersnaps, and tomato paste. Stir 
together. Cover and cook on high, for 7 to 
8 hours, until roast can be pierced easily 
with a fork. Remove the roast from the 
cooker and keep warm. Strain the sauce 
before serving. Cut the roast into large 
chunks, and serve hot. Pass the sauce.

-----

Slow Cooker Chicken Soup

 A Scher family favorite…an easy, 
slow cooking, one-pot meal and a cold 
weather favorite, perfect for weekday 
dinners and Shabbos lunch. Serves about 
6.

2 1/2–3 pounds cut up chicken
3 stalks celery with leaves, chopped
2 carrots, large rough chop
1 clove garlic, chopped
1 large onion, chopped
½ cup fresh parsley, chopped
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon dried thyme, crushed
½ teaspoon black pepper
2 bay leaves
2 cups cold water and 4 cups kosher chicken 
broth (such as boxed Manischewitz or 
Imagine Brand)
Optional: 1 chopped parsnip or 1 chopped 
turnip

 Place vegetables (including parsnip 
or turnip, if desired) in a 4-5 quart slow 
cooker. Top with chicken, spices, and 
liquid. Cover, and cook on low heat 
setting for 8 to 10 hours. Remove chicken, 
debone, cut into pieces, add back into 
soup. Enjoy.
 Serve with cooked white rice or 
cooked egg noodles.
 Variation: Omit all of the liquid in the 
recipe, use a whole chicken, and presto, 
you have crockpot roast chicken!

-----

Back at the Ranch Faux 
Crab-Noodle Salad

 This appetizer salad is a new staple at 
the Scher table.

½ lb. linguine, cooked and drained
1 scallion, chopped
1 lb. faux kosher crab
1 lemon, juiced
1 cucumber, chopped
4 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 teaspoons fresh dill, chopped
1 teaspoon fresh parsley, chopped
Dairy milk, pasta water, or soy milk to thin
Ranch dressing mix, such as Lipton/Gefen 

Recipes Continued from page 37

(for parve) or Simply Organic (for dairy)

 Mix pasta, vegetables, and spices. Add 
dry dressing mix, and combine well. Serve 
chilled or at room temperature.

-----

Fast, Fabulous Latkes in a Hurry

 I am reprinting this very popular and 
convenient recipe.

1 16-ounce bag Alexia Hash Brown 
Potatoes, defrosted if frozen*
1 medium onion, grated
2 large eggs, slightly beaten
Scant 1/4 cup flour
1/2 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper 
1/2 teaspoon salt, optional*
Canola oil for frying 

 Using a spoon, mix the first 6 
ingredients together in a large bowl, until 
thoroughly combined. 
 Pour about 1/4 inch of oil into a large 
skillet and heat over medium-high heat. 
When the oil is hot, drop spoonfuls of the 
potato mixture into the oil; flatten slightly 
with the back of the spoon. When the first 
side is brown and crispy, turn over and 
brown the other side. Remove the browned 
latkes to a platter or large baking sheet pan 
lined with paper towels to drain. Continue 
frying and adding additional oil with each 
batch, until done.
 Serve warm with homemade 
applesauce, sour cream, or the topping of 
your choice.

*We used Alexia Hash Brown Potatoes; 
when defrosted, there is no excess liquid. If 
using another brand, and if there is excess 
liquid, squeeze out the liquid prior to using 
in the recipe. Also, we did not add any 
extra salt because Alexia potatoes are pre- 
seasoned. We did add additional pepper. 
 Tips: Potato mixture can be prepared, 
covered, and refrigerated up to 6 hours 
before frying; stir to combine before using. 
To re-heat fried latkes, place on a cookie 
sheet in a 400-degree oven until hot.

-----

Fresh Cranberry Orange Relish
Adapted from an Ocean Spray recipe

 Refreshing, sweet, tart, and delicious 
side dish for poultry—and latkes! Makes 
about 2 1/2-3 cups.

3/4 cup sugar
1 12-ounce package fresh cranberries 
rinsed and drained
1 unpeeled orange, cut into fourths and 
seeded (I use navel oranges)

 Place half the cranberries and half the 
orange slices into food processor container. 
Process until mixture is evenly chopped. 
Repeat with remaining half. Pour entire 
processed mixture into a saucepan and 
simmer for about 1 minute. Refrigerate. 
Can be made a day or two ahead.
 Optional: Top with walnuts or almonds 
when serving.
 Tip: When fresh cranberries are on 
sale in November, I always buy a few bags 
and keep them in the freezer.
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By Jonathan Barach

TAGER MUSIC SERIES RETURNS. 
Congregation Shearith Israel invites the 
community to an afternoon with the Capitol 
City Opera Company’s Merry Mozart Program. 
The concert, part of the congregation’s semi-
annual Judith and Milton Tager Music Series, 
takes place November 15, 4:00 p.m., at 
Congregation Shearith Israel, 1180 University 
Drive, in the Morningside area. Admission is 
$5 at the door. For more information, contact 
the Shearith Israel office, at 404-873-1743. The 
next concert, May 15, will feature “Songs you 
know and love,” performed by Dr. Benjamin 
Warsaw and Rebecca Flaherty.”

BEARING WITNESS: UNFORGETTABLE 
STORIES FROM THE HOLOCAUST. Afraid 
of being identified as Jewish, Eva Friedlander 
dyed her hair dark brown in hope of passing 
as a Christian. With a combination of cunning 
and luck, Eva survived the Holocaust, fooling 
the Nazis by hiding in plain sight. Hear Eva’s 
incredible story of survival at The Breman’s 
Bearing Witness, November 15, 2:00 p.m. This 
event is free. Contact info@thebreman.org or 
678-222-3700 for more information.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR. The Metulla Chapter of 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah is joining with the 
Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Shalom to 

present a Holiday Bazaar, November 15, 11:00 
a.m.–3:30 p.m., at Congregation Beth Shalom, 
5303 Winters Chapel Road, in Dunwoody. 
Vendors will offer clothing, jewelry, giftware, 
cosmetics, and more.  There will also be raffle 
prizes and activities for kids. This event is open 
to the public. For more information, contact 
Mary Waisler, at mwaisler@gmail.com or 678-
699-3525.

COMMUNITY OF RESPECT. The 2015 Abe 
Goldstein Community of Respect Briefing and 
dessert reception will take place November 19 
at The Temple in the Schwartz Goldstein Hall. 
The program begins at 7:00 p.m., followed by a 
dessert reception 8:00 p.m. Registration begins 
at 6:30 p.m. ADL will present the Abe Goldstein 
Human Relations Award to Sam Massell. Off-
the-record briefings will include “The Other 
Side of the Picket Line: A Story of Heartbreak, 
Redemption, and Hope” and “Extremism in our 
Backyard: How Law Enforcement Responds,” 
followed by a question and answer session. 
Tickets are $36 each and complimentary 
seats are available for 2015 Club members 
($2,500 + annual donors) by calling the 
ADL office at 404-262-3470. Visit adl.org/
ATLCommunityBriefing to register. 

PARADE. Parade, the musical theatre 
production of the events culminating in the 
lynching of Leo Frank, will be presented by 

Kennesaw State University on Thursday, 
November 19, at 7:30 p.m., at the Strand Theater 
in Marietta. Tickets are $5-$20 and are available 
at 470-578-6650 or ticketing.kennesaw.edu. A 
question and answer session will follow with 
Playwright Alfred Uhry and Director Harrison 
Long. A smaller-scale production will be held 
at The Temple on Sunday, November 22, at 
4 p.m. The event is free with registration at 
paradetemple.eventbrite.com. A question and 
answer session will follow with Music Director 
Judith Cole.

SHABBAT, ME & RABBI G. Shabbat, Me 
& Rabbi G, designed for families with young 
children, is free and open to the community. 
Each event includes songs and blessings with 
Rabbi Glusman and a visit from the Weinstein 
School Shabbat Dinosaur; challah and grape 
juice is served. On November 20, 5:00-6:00 
p.m., enjoy a Shabbat-related activity and 
story; on December 18, 4:00-6:00 p.m., enjoy 
an afternoon with Sifriyat Pijama. Shabbat, Me 
& Rabbi G takes place at the  MJCCA Srochi 
Discovery Center. For information, contact 
Rabbi Glusman, 678-812- 4161 or Rabbi.
Glusman@atlantajcc.org. 

ACOUSTIC SHABBAT CAFÉ. Join Rabbi 
Glusman and Drew Cohen, November 20, 7:00 
p.m., at Créma Espresso Gourmet, 2458 Mt. 
Vernon Road, Dunwoody, for an evening of 
soulful music and Shabbat tunes. People of all 
faiths and backgrounds will enjoy this evening 
of blessings and song, as the week comes to a 
close and we draw closer together in celebration 
of Shabbat. Créma will be open with a menu of 
appetizers, food, wine, coffee, and desserts. This 
interactive, free Shabbat-themed experience 
is geared to older children and adults. For 
information, contact Rabbi Glusman at rabbi.
glusman@atlantajcc.org. 

TAKE A TOUR WITH THE EXPERT. On 
November 20, 11:00 a.m., Jeremy Katz, the 
director of the Cuba Family Archives for 
Southern Jewish History at The Breman, will 
lead a tour of “Eighteen Artifacts: A Story of 
Jewish Atlanta.”  Discover how Jewish men 
and women played a role in every significant 
event in the Atlanta community, told through 
their artifacts, images, and oral histories. This 
tour is free with museum admission. Contact 
info@thebreman.org or 678-222-3700 for more 
information.

MAKE A MENORAH. On December, 6, 
1:00-3:00 p.m., Chabad of Cobb will present 
a free menorah workshop at The Home Depot, 
Merchants Walk. Build your own menorah, and 
enjoy Chanukah treats, music, and refreshments. 
Participants receive a free worker’s apron and 
much more. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult. For more information, visit www.
chabadofcobb.com, or call 770-565-4412.

MENORAH MADNESS. Join Rabbi Glusman 
at MJCCA Zaban Park, December 7-9, 5:15-
6:00 p.m., for Menorah Madness. Each 
night will feature Hanukah songs with Rabbi 
Glusman, followed by the lighting of the 
Hanukah menorah and a short performance. 
Complimentary jelly donuts and hot chocolate 
will be served. This event is free and open to 
the community. For information, contact Rabbi 

Glusman, 678-812-4161 or Rabbi.Glusman@
atlantajcc.org.
MENORAH BUILDING AND LIGHTING. 
On December 8, 5:30 p.m., at East Cobb 
Park, join Chabad of Cobb to build and light 
Georgia’s largest candy menorah. Enjoy donuts, 
hot cocoa, latkes, music, and more. This event 
is free. For more information, call Chabad of 
Cobb, 770-565-4412.

KID’S YOGA. Shabbat ShaYoga is December 
12, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, at MJCCA Zaban 
Park. This free event is for families with young 
children. This morning of interactive Kid’s Yoga 
with Jess Goldberg will include Shabbat and 
Hanukah songs with Rabbi Glusman. Challah, 
grape juice, and jelly doughnuts will be served. 
For information, contact Rabbi Glusman, 678-
812-4161 or Rabbi.Glusman@atlantajcc.org.

BEARING WITNESS: NORBERT 
FRIEDMAN. Norbert Friedman survived 
11 different concentrations camps, where he 
witnessed countless acts of cruelty and malice. 
Despite his experience, Norbert remains 
determined to see the good in every person, 
even the Nazis. Hear his story at The Breman’s 
Bearing Witness, December 12, 2:00 p.m. This 
event is free. Contact info@thebreman.org or 
678-222-3700 for more information.

LUNCH ‘N LEARN. Adults are invited to 
join Rabbi Joshua Heller, December 17, 12:00 
noon-1:00 p.m., at MJCCA Zaban Park, for a 
lively class and discussion. Lunch ‘N Learn is 
a free series featuring Atlanta rabbis, who share 
unique perspectives on a topic of their choice. 
Guests may bring a dairy lunch or purchase 
kosher food from Goodfriend’s Grill. For 
information, contact Rabbi Glusman, 678-812-
4161 or Rabbi.Glusman@atlantajcc.org.

TORAH AND TEA. A meaningful and 
inspirational “girls’ night out,” Torah and Tea 
explores relevant and practical life lessons 
from the Torah. This Chabad Women’s event 
is the first Tuesday of the month on December 
3, January 5, 2016, March 1, April 5, and May 
3, 8.00 p.m., at a private home in Marietta. 
There is no charge for this event. Visit www.
chabadofcobb.com to register.

MAH JONGG TOURNAMENT. Congregation 
Etz Chaim’s 5th Annual Mah Jongg Tournament, 
benefiting the Etz Chaim Preschool, is Sunday, 
January 10, 1:00-4:00 p.m. Players must arrive 
at 12:45 p.m. The tournament features cash 
prizes for the top three winners and includes a 
raffle. The entry fee is $30. Visit etzchaim.net/
mahjonggtournament to register or for more 
information.

TORCH GALA. The Georgia Chapter of the 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation presents the 
25th Annual Torch Gala, January 23, 2016, at 
the Ritz-Carlton Buckhead. This dinner dance 
with a silent and live auction is the largest single 
fundraiser of the year for the Georgia Chapter. 
The gala will honor Dr. Michael LeVine, Stacey 
Rothberg, and Habif, Arogeti & Wynne, LLP. 
Individual reservations begin at $300; table 
sponsorships are available. To purchase tickets 
or for more information, visit torchgala.com or 
contact Krista Heckler at kheckler@ccfa.org or 
(404) 982-0616.

 Thought you’d like to know
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HIGH HOLIDAY PROGRAMS. More than 
1,500 teens attended Jewish Student Union 
High Holiday programs this year. Rabbi 
Chaim Neiditch led educational sessions at 
a dozen local public high schools, where the 
main topics of focus were Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, and uniquely Jewish concepts 
such as tshuva (repentance). Rabbi Neiditch 
engaged the participants in rousing 
discussions, during which the excitement 
of learning the deeper meanings of the High 
Holidays was palpable.
 Over and above the spiritual pleasures, 
the teens attending each JSU club event got 
a sweet taste of the New Year. In addition to 
the traditional dipping of apples in honey, 
participants also got their thrills from 
dipping apples into melted caramel and 
then rolling them in candied toppings like 
M&Ms and Rolos. It served as an especially 
tasty (and tasteful) way to have participants 
associate the High Holidays, which many of 
them were learning about for the first time, 
with something positive and enjoyable.

Teens at Dunwoody High School JSU 
show off their candy apples.

Teens at Pace Academy JSU have 
a great time learning about Rosh 
Hashanah, while making candy 
apples.

Teens have a blast learning about the 
High Holidays at Johns Creek High 
School JSU.

THEY STAND WITH ISRAEL. In light 
of recent events, upwards of 600 teens 
rallied together at 13 Atlanta-area JSU 
clubs to support Israel. Teens learned 
about the history of the State of Israel, 
the Jewish claims to the land, and about 
the background of the current conflict. In 
response to misinformation relayed by the 
media, Rabbi Chaim Neiditch provided a 
forum for participants to ask questions and 
learn the facts.
 Afterwards, many of these teens were 
motivated to broadcast messages through 
social media outlets, showing the world 
their support for Israel and helping their 
friends and family learn the truth through 
Facebook and Twitter.
 JSU teens were impressive in their 
actions, for not being afraid, and proudly 
showing their support for Israel.

Chattahoochee High School JSU 
members show their support for 
Israel.

Riverwood High School JSU 
members learn about the history of 
Israel and the conflict.

JSU teens share their love of Israel.

 JSu News
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 Paradies, the most awarded airport 
concessionaire in the U.S., has signed an 
agreement to be acquired by Lagardère 
Travel Retail, a global leader in travel 
retail that operates in 150 airports across 
30 countries through three divisions: 
Travel Essentials, Duty-free and Luxury, 
and Food Services. The closing of this 
transaction is subject to certain conditions 
and is expected to close in the fourth 
quarter of 2015. 
 Voted “Best Overall Retailer” by the 
industry through Airport Revenue News 
for 20 consecutive years, industry leader 
Paradies will combine its operations with 
the existing North American operations 
of Lagardère Travel Retail, to operate 
approximately 800 stores and restaurants 
in 99 airports across the U.S. and Canada. 
Paradies’ strong presence, particularly in 
the U.S., is highly complementary with 
that of Lagardère Travel Retail, which has a 
stronger presence in Canada and a number 
of U.S. international airports. Together, the 
combined company will operate in most 
of the major North American airports, including all of the top ten: Atlanta, Los 

Angeles, Chicago, Dallas-Fort Worth, 

Denver, New York-JFK, San Francisco, 
Charlotte, Las Vegas, and Phoenix. 
 Following the completion of the 
transaction, Gregg Paradies will serve 
as the president and CEO of the newly 
combined company and will be an investor. 
Gerry Savaria, current president and CEO 
for North America of Lagardère Travel 
Retail, will serve as his deputy. 
 The transaction marks the culmination 
of Paradies’ significant growth and 
continued evolution as the market leader in 
North America, particularly in the past five 
years, with its expansion into the food and 
beverage segment and its partnership with 
Freeman Spogli & Co., a leading middle 
market private equity firm. Combining 
Lagardère Travel Retail in North America 
with Paradies will create a company of 
a significant size, with complementary 
concepts (combination of global brands 
and local concepts). 
 “We at Paradies are very excited to join 
a company of Lagardère’s reputation and 
international experience,” said Paradies. 
“Paradies and the Lagardère group share 

many similarities, including our very 
strong family cultures. The combination 
of resources and experience will help 
accelerate our growth and competitiveness 
in this very dynamic industry. This 
investment is a tremendous compliment 
to our 4,000 associates, to our business 
partners, to our management and leadership 
team, and to Freeman Spogli & Co., who 
has been an excellent and very supportive 
partner during the last five years.” 
 Dag Rasmussen, chairman and CEO 
of Lagardère Travel Retail, added, “This 
acquisition transforms the presence of 
Lagardère Travel Retail in North America. 
It significantly strengthens our business 
and allows us to expand our concession 
portfolio and to develop relationships with 
our brand partners and suppliers. We are 
very pleased to welcome Gregg Paradies 
and all his employees to the group. 
Together, we will aim to create a regional 
leader and break new ground.” 
 Paradies was advised by Barclays. 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius provided legal 
representation. 

Paradies to be acquired by Lagardère Travel Retail 

Gregg Paradies

 The fall holidays proved to be a perfect 
time for Davis Academy students to carry 
out the mitzvah of hospitality with the 
greater community.
  In a new community partnership, 
Davis Academy 5th-grade students and 
teachers welcomed peers from Mt. Vernon 
Presbyterian School, a Christian school 
located just a few miles from The Davis 
Academy’s Sandy Springs campuses. After 
some get-acquainted icebreakers, Davis 
students taught their peers some of the basics 
of Judaism, as well as about the holiday of 
Sukkot. The 5th-graders enjoyed lunch in 
The Davis Academy Lower School sukkah 
and played together on the playground. This 
was the first time that Davis Lower School 
students have participated in interfaith 
dialogue and community building, and 

initial feedback indicates that they are eager 
to do more of this. 
 While the 5th-graders were fulfilling 
the special Sukkot mitzvah of welcoming 
guests, Davis Academy 8th-grade students 
had their first of two meetings scheduled 
for this year with their peers from Marist, 
a Catholic school. Their program included 
visits to Our Lady of the Assumption 
Catholic Church and The Temple, houses of 
prayer for both faiths and pillars of Atlanta’s 
religious community. Interfaith study, 
brainstorming about how to make the world 
a better place, and greater appreciation for 
one another’s similarities and differences 
were the goals of the day. This is the third 
year of The Davis Academy-Marist School 
partnership.

As part of their continuing interfaith 
partnership, Davis Academy and 
Marist School 8th-graders visited a 
synagogue and a Catholic church. 
The group is shown here at The 
Temple, in Midtown.

 Sukkot also provided the opportunity 
to welcome other guests to Davis 
Academy’s brightly decorated Middle 
School sukkah. Partnering with Jewish 
Family & Career Services, 6th-8th grade 
students in Davis Academy’s Jewish Life 
Leadership program hosted adults with 
developmental disabilities in the JF&CS 
Tools for Independence program, for lunch 
and learning in the sukkah. After students 
and adults enjoyed a meal and conversation, 
Davis student leaders presented lessons 
about the important symbols and practices 
of Sukkot. 

On a beautiful, rain-free day, adults 
from JF&CS’ Tools for Independence 
program joined Davis Middle School 
students in their sukkah. Pictured: 
(from left) Davis 6th-grader Harrison 
Frank, JF&CS guest Heather, Davis 
7th-grader Eden Orenstein (back), 
and Davis 6th-grader Sy Polekoff

Davis Academy students welcome, learn 
with community friends

Davis Academy and Mt. Vernon 
Presbyterian School 5th-graders 
learned about each other’s schools 
and some of their faith traditions. 
From left: Mt. Vernon students Aiden 
Ray and Sean Pierce, with Davis 
students Jake Sucan and Jonathan 
Kuttner
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Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.com

Fine jewelry, watches and art...

Ever wondered if the family story about Bubbe’s bracelet is accurate? Or if Zayde’s pocket watch 
is the real deal? Well here’s your chance to meet one-on-one with an estate expert to learn more 
about the history of your treasure and its approximate value. 
 If you’re ready for a new treasure or some extra holiday spending money, our expert also 
loves to buy vintage jewelry and watches. And, if you’ve been in search for an heirloom of your 
own, we’ll also have an expanded collection of beautiful estate jewelry on hand both 
days, along with special drinks, food and fun!

  Plus, Gabriel & Co. is sending their Global Style Director Hal 
Rubenstein to spend the day at our Midtown location on December 5. Hal 
was one of the founding editors of InStyle Magazine where he served for 
almost 20 years as a Fashion Director and most recently Editor-at-Large. 

He’ll be bringing in a specially curated collection of merchandise for this event. 
 In Decatur on Sunday, our friends at Gabriel have arranged a very special jewelry 
show—just for Decatur —with one of their top in-house representatives. See you here!

Bring your best baubles to our own Antique Jewelry "Road Show" 
Midtown: Saturday, December 5 from 11-6

Decatur: Sunday, December 6 from noon-5:30

Discover if its Worthmore!
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Barbara and 
Ed Mendel

PRESENTING SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORPLATINUM SPONSORS

The George
Stern Family

BRONZE SPONSORS

The Zaban 
Foundation

PN
FF

®

+

IN-KIND SPONSORS

OFFICIAL TRANSPORTATION PROVIDER

Happy Hanukah
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404-256-3751 
catering@GoldbergBagel.com

ww.GoldbergBagel.com

 ALPHARETTA
770-663-8555 

3180 Avalon Blvd. 
Alpharetta, GA 30009

DUNWOODY
770-455-1119 

4520 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd. 
Atlanta, GA 30338

EAST COBB
770-578-3771 

1062 Johnson Ferry Rd. NE  
Marietta, GA 30068

BUCKHEAD
404-256-3751 

4383 Roswell Rd 
Atlanta, GA 30342

TOCO HILLS
404-329-5000 

3003 N. Druid Hills Rd. 
Atlanta, GA 30329

WEST PACES
404-266-0123 

1272 West Paces Ferry Rd., NE  
Atlanta, GA 30327

 SOUP 
Matzo Ball 

Chicken Noodle
 APPETIZERS 
Meat Pierogies 

Chopped Chicken Liver
 ENTREES 

Goldbergs Famous Brisket 
Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

 SIDE DISHES 
Roasted Redskin Potatoes  

Roasted Vegetable Assortment  
Goldbergs Sweet Noodle Kugel 

Potato Latkes
  DESSERT 

Seasonal Fruit & Berries 
Rugelach Assortment 

 CHALLAH 
Plain or Cinnamon Round 

Decorated Round

• S I G N A T U R E  M E A T S •

FINE FOODS

signature brews

FINE FOODS

FINE FOODS

CATERING

COFFEE

PASTRAMIsignature meats

ATLANTA’S FAVORITE 
NY STYLE DELI
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Have a Happy Chanukah. And share what it means to you. 
#ChanukahPublix


